
 

 

Benson Polytechnic High School Alumni Association 
Monthly Board of Directors Meeting – FINAL  
 
Date: Apr 13, 2026 
Starting Time: 5:31 pm 
Ending Time:  6:57 pm 
Hybrid meeting 
 
ATTENDEES: 
 
Board Members: Josh Piper (JP); Thomas Smith (TS); Kevin Clark (KC); Rachael 
Kurynny (RK); Bobbie (Rob) Walker (BW); Roger Edwards (RE); Gerry Ochs 
(GO); Rob Johns (RJ); Christina White (CW); Mike Landstrom (ML); 
 
Online: Maj Britt (Max) Baker (MB); Bob Trimble (BT); Dale Bajema (DB) 
 
Guests: Joe Putnam, alumni 1996; Peter Ruff, Nolan Rabbi – current students; 
William “Moto” McChesney (alum) 
 
ABSENT: Jeff Strachan (JS); Alex Lamb (AL) 
 
 
BUSINESS 
 

• Introductions:  
o Joe Putnum 1996. Previous yearbook editor, currently taking 

photos of some of the athletics. Two uncles and older brother 
graduated in 1994. 

• Maker Space update: RJ and students 
o Within the last week, a few issues arose. 
o Trivory is the main app PPS uses. Nolan and Peter got a post 

promoting it on Trivory before spring break, which boosted 
awareness. 

o The post was deleted by Admin, citing there were extra steps to 
post it. However, the folks that advised them how to do it weren’t 
aware of extra steps and there was no direction provided for the 
first post. 

o RJ asked for a copy of the post information so he can find out what 
is the issue. Signatures from Mr. Wilson, Ms. King, and Sheli Bryan 
are needed. They haven’t heard back in the last several days. 

o They are interested in raising funds for supplies, if they can get a 
staff member to host the club. Only one 3D printer works, about 
50% of the time. It’s been that way for months. 

o Spanish classes have Maker Space time built into their curriculum, 
but Mr. Wilson said there must be an advisor in there for it to be 
open.  



 

 

o RJ noted Mr. Wilson had proposed asking the Staff about lunch 
hour supervision. 

o KC: Teacher’s Union has agreed to take less hours to secure 
benefits, however this makes it difficult to get staff to volunteer for 
extra duties like this. 

o Makers Space will be open during Tech Show. But they wanted to 
have it open for creation and to produce some items for 
sale/donation. 

• BT arrived. 

• Moto arrived. 
o Would like help if Alumni could reach out to Mr. Curtis. Steve 

Curley knows about the space being open. 
o They would like 1/8-inch plywood. Mr. Plywood can cut it down to 

size. Joe Putnam volunteered to pick it up. RJ started an email and 
Peter Ruff, Nolan Rabbi will get Joe a list of what they want/need. 

o MB: I will reach out to see what we can do about the 3D Printer 
fixing. 

o Mr. Patterson has been the main advocate for fundraising during 
Tech Show. They have a student made coin sorter and will say you 
can donate your loose change and watch it sort. 

• DB arrived 
o DB noted that the Maker Space is on the Site Council agenda and 

will be discussed. 

• Orbit – Peter Ruff: 
o Asking for access to the Tech Pep archives, as they are working on 

an article about the history of journalism at Benson Tech. 
o The person that has access is a senior, and an editor. They are 

busy. JP will ensure that the Advisor (Hunting) and that Peter Ruff 
gets access. 

• Peter Ruff, Nolan Rabbi left the meeting. 

• Membership: JP 
o 62 paid members 
o QR code will be posted around the school for Tech Show 

• Financial Report – BT 
o $8060 in the bank 
o $40 in Paypal. 

• BT: Badges have been ordered and will be available Thursday. 

• Prior Meeting Minutes Approval (MB)  
o Draft 2 sent out Friday, no other comments back. 
o ML moved and BW seconded accepting minutes as amended. 

Motion passed. 

• Tech Show planning – RJ 
o RK: Yearbooks are in order for pulling out. 
o RJ will bring ice 
o KC: jugs are at the school 



 

 

o [jug will be used with lemonade drink powder. There were bags left 
over and RJ will get more if needed. Drink powder is from Chefs 
Store. Bags are 18 oz and make 3 gallons.] 

o MB: bringing cakes and other supplies that RJ will get her after this 
meeting. 

o Big push is setup, which starts at 4PM. 
o Floor plans should be sent to KC, who will start the setup. 
o Need 7 tables for yearbooks, 6 outside, one inside. 
o Need 7 tables downstairs (can’t be round downstairs) 
o Discussed setup: 

▪ Putting fliers around the school. 
▪ Putting tables together, sign in sheets, yearbooks out. 
▪ At sign-in, asking were you in BATs, looking for advisor. 

o Email plug for what is happening at Tech Show for Alums. 
▪ Chester Benson set up in the library this year, 6-9 Both 

nights. Sell/Sign books, etc. 
▪ Taylor coming on Friday at 7PM, meet and greet with 

Documentary director. 
▪ BATS are running guided tours, backstage, etc. 
▪ Plug the new equipment. 

o WW last year, KGW, too. Jacob Patterson is well connected and 
bringing folks in. The major ones that were here last year passed. 
KBPS will be broadcasting. 

o Email went out to our entire list. The newsletter came after that was 
sent, but was sent right away to paid members, then will follow up 
to all with the link and – hey, did you miss it? You can get it if you 
sign up. 

▪ Discussion about getting out the Tech Show newsletter out 
to everyone. 

o RK spoke about getting alums to hit the reunions that we know 
about to push membership benefits. 

o Wear alumni board shirts, show up at 4PM Thurs. 
o Construction Class Adirondack Chair School Competition Friday 

the 17th (9am-3 pm) Luke has set this up as a multi high school 
competition 

o April 16th at Tech Show Benson Wellness Center has a Tenth 
Birthday Celebration, say hi to Caroline Bleckman, she has been 
there even before the opening 

o Model T Woody will be at Tech Show by Auto Shop - Clayton 
Paddison will bring, stop by and say hi, he enjoys talking about it. 
Benson New Balance shoes: 

▪ Benson Boosters are selling a pair as part of their 
fundraising to help bridge the wage gap for teachers. Men’s 
10 ½ size. 

▪ RK moves that we spend $150 for a pair of shoes for the 
time capsule. KC seconded. Motion passed. 



 

 

• PPS Budget issues – RJ and DB: 
o It’s the 2nd or 3rd year that all the schools have taken cuts from 

declining revenue. Principal Curtis did a fair job with balancing the 
growing enrollment and academic class needs with CTE. Needed 
to add 4 academic teachers while trying to protect CTE. 

o It may be in a few years the state funding will increase. 
o BT sent a PDF via email re the Benson FTE allocation on April 9th 

(below) 
o Quick hits – enrollment is growing. We do have low student to 

teacher ratios. 600 applicants for the 335 spots. The demand is 
there. We’ll be at 1200 students by 2028. Varsity Football starting 
back next year. 

• Signage – RK 
o Hung signs around the building for Tech Show. 
o Will put the Lawn Signs in the front of Benson right now. 

▪ They were slightly more expensive, so we have 3. 
o Let’s see how this goes. Let’s consider if we need signs in front of 

middle schools. It would be about $600 and lots of energy to get 
these out. We aren’t seeing lack of interest in applications. 

o Freshman welcome/community picnic will be hosted by the school 
this year. 

• PPS homepage is very different right now – new vendor. 

• BT sent out PPS forecast for enrollment (see below). They will have to 
close some schools. 

• If you can wear Benson gear and go to Franz tomorrow to celebrate their 
anniversary, that’s great. 

 
 
UPCOMING BUSINESS 

• Next meetings: May 11th, June 8th, Take July off, August 17. 

• Tech show in 2026 is: April 16 and 17th 

• Graduation: Sunday, May 31, 2026 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Maj Britt (Max) Baker 
Secretary 
BPHS Alumni Association 
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