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Every year, friends, family and other curious 
folks line up to admire the creativity and 
technical expertise that Benson students put 
on display during Tech Show.
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Student Life At Benson High School
A Brief History

Benson Polytechnic High School began in 1908 as the Portland School of 
Trades, in the Atkinson Building at 11th and Davis in Northwest Portland. The 
Portland School of Trades had been established to give “boys who wished to en­
ter a trade a better opportunity than do shops and factories of the present time.’' 
The Portland School Board voted to change the school’s name to Benson Poly­
technic High School after civic leader and philanthropist Simon Benson gave 
$100,000 in 1917 to the Portland School District for the construction of a build­
ing to house a technical school. An equal amount was appropriated by the 
School Board. Six blocks of land at Northeast 12th and Hoyt were purchased and 
Benson was built. The new Benson Polytechnic High School opened its doors to 
406 boys in September 1918.

Benson grew rapidly in course offerings and in student population. In 1920, the 
printing department was set up and the school paper, the Tech Pep, was pub­
lished. Throughout the years, more classes such as radio station KBPS and the 
aviation department were added to the list. By 1940, Benson had 2,800 students 
and was the largest school in Portland.

Deterioration of both the facility and the student body was a concern following 
World War II. Because the building had been in continuous use during the war, it 
was left in extremely poor condition. Due to the compulsory education law, 
many boys who didn’t want to were forced to attend school. Benson became a 
“dumping ground” for troubled students from 1945 to 1952.

Benson was strictly a boy’s school until 1980 when the health occupations pro­
gram was moved from nearby Washington High School to Benson. The student 
body’s female population grew substantially.

Benson Polytechnic High School now serves a student body of about 1400. 
Students may choose between a challenging college-prep program and a practi­
cal job-prep program. Regardless of a student’s choice, all Benson students train 
in vocational-technical classes for two to four periods each day of their high 
school careers. Benson’s tradition as a Portland school of trades continues.

The full text of this article can be found on Benson's website http://home.bensonhs.pps

http://home.bensonhs.pps
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G re en w o o d  goes  all out  
to recreate  the m em ory  
o f  Shaft.
H e ’s a bad  m utha .. .  
W atch  Y o M outh!

Magnett, Garrett Towle, Amanda Marsh, 
Adam Moore, and Jenelle Terhaar.

Below: Seniors George Weatheroy, Nydia 
Cambell, and Tunde Sobomehin.

8

Ben Cerezo (12) on 
“Blast From The Past Day”

Geoff Barfield (12) 
Dresses Crazy Everyday

Tunde Sobomehin (12) 
sports his 70’s Gear

Hakim Hasan (10) 
Flashin’ Back



Left: Juniors Kara Nathman, Kafiat Above: Juniors Abby Lovett- 0melina
. . . . . . .  - . O rak ,  K a t ia t  M a jek o b a ie ,  and  Jill
Majekobaje,AmandaStutevoss,and { lvcrdurc

c u c t d i ci n t Below : S e n io r s  A b o la d e  M a je k o b a je ,

wear the Same outfits. Sarah  W elc h ,  and  V a n e ssa  Phil l ips

Seniors Marc-Daniel 
Domond and Demetria Hines 

Pose in Their “Jammies”

Juniors Kristy Kerr and 
Kara Nathman Look So 

Cute on “Twin Day”

Let’s Just Be Thankful
The 70’s Are Over!!

Seniors Tunde Sobomehin and 
Vanessa Phillips Are Trying to 
Set the New Fashion Trend



Schwad The Bod
Radio Show Of The 90’s
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Different Level
In the beginning, Schwad created the show. He 

dreamed of a show where listeners could tune in and 
hear good music, funny people and get free eggnog.

From 3 to 5 p.m. KBPS airs a program referred to as 
“Teen Sound.” This is a time when students majoring in 
radio broadcasting can play their flavor of music. This 
program caught the interest o f  juniors Mark Jwayad and 
Blake Hooper.

Jwayad has always had a flare for the humorous side 
o f  things. Because of this, he wanted to do more than 
just play music on his shift.

“ I wanted to get more people excited about it and let 
them know that the program is there,” he said.

While the idea for a show was still fresh in his head. 
Mark asked fellow junior and KBPS major Blake 
Hooper to be his “sidekick” on the air.

“Mark just came up to me and asked me if I wanted to 
help him on this comedy show that he was gonna do,” 
stated Hooper. “I said ‘sure’. As far as I knew, it was 
just another Teen Sound show. I should’ve known 
better.”

There are a lot of  things that make “Schwad the Bod” 
different from other shows. A lot more preparation goes 
into it. Mark and Blake spend an average o f  five hours 
before each show, writing various comedy bits, inter­
viewing the public and advertising at different high 
schools.

“A lot o f  the bits aren’t that funny, but that’s what 
com edy’s about...taking achance ,” remarked Jwayad. 
“Bits such as, T h e  Latest in Christian Rock,’ and, T h e  
Beating of a Retarded Dog,’ haven’t been done because 
they’re too offensive.”

The main problem Mark and Blake have is keeping in 
mind that some things just aren’t appropriate fo ra  
publicly funded radio station. Things that do get played, 
however, consist of top 10 lists, fake insurance com m er­
cials, random comments about the news, mock inter­
views with characters such as “Thug-Dogg-G-Money- 
Flow,” and much more. They play some good music, 
too.

Mark and Blake have high hopes for senior year. 
When asked what these goals were Mark replied, “We 
want KBPS to be well-known in area high schools. 
When people think of KBPS, we want them to think of 
quality, student-run radio that’s enjoyable.”

“We want people to realize that KBPS is a real radio 
station, not just some slacker major,” added Blake.

ii



Assemblies
W ho’s House? TECH’S HOUSE!!!

WHAT ABOUT 
SCHOOL SPIRIT...

Great Leadership and an awesome stu­
dent body are all Benson needs to have a 
good time.

WHAT ABOUT 
THE PEP SQUAD...

The Pep Squad put together some aw e­
some assemblies this year. Each assembly 
takes a great deal o f  planning and a bunch 
of dedicated students.

WHAT ABOUT 
OUR COLORS...

Orange and Blue was scattered throughout 
the student body, not only during the pep 
assemblies, but all year long as part o f  their 
daily wardrobe.

Above: The gym erupted with laughter as the cupids 
danced around in their underwear during the

V alen tine’s Day Assembly.

Below: The spirit level was soaring and students were 
having a blast when student body president, Tunde 

Sobomehin, was escorted into the gym by “Secret Service 
Agents,” James N ussbaum er and A dam  Moore.

12



Above: Tunde Sobomehin and Arleta 
Fowler were crowned Homecoming

King and Queen.

Below: Senior Cole Mills (center) won the Most 
Spirited Award despite some fierce competition.

Right: After an interest­
ing spin-off of the dating 

game, Tunde Sobomehin, 
his mother, and imposter 
Willie Zimmers share in 

the humor.

B E N S O N

Below: Seniors Garrett 
Towle, Dan Raya, 
Morgan Jones, and 

Junior Greg Hall show 
off their school spirit the 

Cowboy Way.

13



Prom '98
//Sail The NightAway //



The senior class ended an excellent year with 
a romantic cruise down the Willamette River on 
the Portland Spirit. They made the p rom ’s 
theme ring true by “Sailing The Night Away.” 
From Metallica to Garth Brooks to Will Smith, 
the dance floor was packed with people “Gettin’ 
Jiggy W it’ It.”

“Prom was an exciting experience because I 
saw everyone having a great time. Before I 
actually went, I thought prom was just an over­
rated dance. W hen I got there, I realized it was 
well worth all the money and stress,” said 
Juantiyeh Morris.

It was only fitting that Cole Mills and Amy 
M cArthur were named prom king and queen. 
Both put a lot o f  time and effort into making 
prom a night for everyone to remember.

Arleta Fowler said that,“Prom, for me, was 
definitely a fun and romantic evening. I 
strongly suggest that everyone should go at 
least once.”

Everyone who attended looked absolutely 
fabulous. They all seemed to be having the 
times of their lives. I never knew our school
could look so good! b JenniferBray



Rose Festival
Hail to the Queen

&

Above: Thao Hoang can't  hide her excitement after 
being chosen by her peers as the 1998 Rose Festival 

representative for Benson High School.

Above: Still in shock, Thao Hoang sits decorated with the crown

Below: The 1998 Rose Festival Court, from left to right: Larissa Estes, 
Abolade Majekovaje, Sarah Brunscheon, 1997 Rose Festival Princess

Heather Marshall, Thao Hoang, and Jennifer Bray.



R i g h t :  Jennifer Bray 
stands proud as she 

recites her speech to the 
silent auditorium.

Top Left: Abolade 
Majekovaje chooses a 

rose. Attached is a 
mystery question

Middle Left: Larrisa 
Estes listens intently 

while one of her 
opponents addresses the 

audience.

Bottom Left: Cole 
Mills escorts Sarah 

Brunscheon around the 
auditorium, while 
Tunde Sobomehin 
presents her many 
accomplishments.

Primary Color
How is it that red is so vulnerable and simultaneously 

appealing? What is it about lipstick crimson colors that 
arrests human attention — or imagination. Perhaps its 
some ethereal magic about this primary color, or perhaps 
it is the type o f  woman who wears it.

A woman in red eclipses everything and is denied 
nothing — especially not the crown.

On March 5th, Thao Hoang bloomed as the spring 's 
reddest rose, and she was chosen as Benson’s Princess 
for the Rose Festival. Her words on passion, and its 
ticket to adventure, were flawlessly delivered. While she 
wept, newly crowned, the staff and student body ap­
plauded their soft-spoken representative.

There were other flowers in bloom that day, and while 
unpicked, Sarah Brunscheon, Jennifer Bray, Larissa 
Estes and Abolade Majekovaje were equally vibrant.

They strode the glossy length o f  the floor — each a 
testament to beauty and intelligence. A dancer’s gait 
melting into a reassuring smile, a perfect reflection of 
another’s warm mannerisms, and finally, a pleasent 
reminder that powerful things do come in small packages, 
and sometimes

wrapped
in

red.

By Indira Jones
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Valentine \s Day Dance
Cupid Has His Eyes On You!

18
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This year’s Valentine’s Day festivities started out 
with a bang. Seniors prepared to hand out Vale- 
Grams, which included a love pop and a balloon, to 
raise money for the senior class. The following 
morning, however, when the Vale-Grams were to be 
delivered, disaster struck. The balloons, which had 
been filled with helium the previous night, had 
completely deflated. Despite this mishap, people 
were still happy to receive their tokens of love from 
those who cared.

The next anticipated event was the first annual 
Valentine’s Day dance. This was to be the first 
dance in school history held on a Saturday. The 
students’ dance was set for the new gym, while an 
adult dance took place in the old gym, orchestrated 
by Benson’s Orange & Blues band. The parents’ 
dance was a flop, because no parents showed up. 
The students’ dance showed a lot of promise at the 
start, but it led to a similar ending. The new gym 
was far too vacuous, and four huge safety lights 
limited people’s love mood, because the room was 
just too bright.

Although the dance wasn’t as successful as 
planned, it paved the way for future Valentine’s 
dances and for other dances on Saturdays. All 
underclassmen should be grateful to the seniors for 
making this happen.

by Marc-Daniel Domond



Senior's Day in '98
A Day To GetAway From The RoutineAnd Just Have Fun

A t  :>

m  **'■
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It is a tradition that has been carried on by 
many generations and classes. Not only at 
Benson, but at every other school in Portland, in 
Oregon, and throughout the Nation. No m at­
ter what school you go to, it is going to happen.
The only question is, When and Where? For­
tunately for the students, teachers and adminis­
trators who learn about this confidential
information realize that nothing they do will 
sway the intentions of the seniors. My parents 
said that when they were in high school, the
threat was expulsion if you were to skip on the 
suspected day. Yet both o f  them graduated. The 
rules o f  the game haven’t changed and neither 
has the ending.

It’s a day to get away from the 
routine and just have fun.

Our young minds can only take so much of 
the day-in, day-out charade. Every once in a 
while we have to rebel and do something
against the grain.

by Ryan Greenwood
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Benson Students Help Middle Schoolers Choose The Right High School

Below: Architecture seniors 
displayed their senior projects 

ranging from Beach Houses and 
Recreation Centers to Playground 

Models and Futuristic Casinos.

Above: The various tables in 
the main hallway each repre­

sented one of the area’s 
middle sc h o o ls .

Above: Senior Shelley Grosjean 
and Electronics teacher Mr. 

Hryciw answer questions about 
the major and life at Benson in

general.

Right: Seniors Phillip Berlin 
and Steve Moulton demonstrate 

how to use the equipment in 
Manufacturing.

22
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Above: Mr. Davis and Senior A dam  Goska enter­
tain the many visitors passing through Electronics.

Below: Prospective students gather in the New 
Gym to marvel at the numerous sports programs

offered at Benson.

When I was in eighth grade at Ockley Green Middle

School, I knew all the “cool people” and associ­
ated myself with the popular cliques. I thought I was a

big man on campus and knew it all. Maybe I
was there, but it would all change and I knew it. I wasn’t 
ready, or so I convinced myself. The change, of course, 
was the transition from Middle School into High 
School. Some people look forward to it. Others are 
happy where they are and want to stay put. Either way, 
they must move on.

Making sure they choose the right
high school is very important.

If you are not comfortable in your learning environ­
ment, you just aren’t going to learn much of anything, 
plain and simple. Sure, you could start the year off fine 
with your old friends, but that’s not enough. In the long

the teachers, the adminis-run, it is

tration, the positive atmo­
sphere, and the feeling of be­
longing that combine for a successful and pro­

ductive high school experience. This is exactly why

Benson has functions like 8th Grade Magnet
Night. They demonstrate not only the talents and
hard work done by Benson students, but also portray 
what Benson High School’s student body and faculty

have to offer. It is only fitting that this year’s theme is,

United by Spirit, Bonded by Name.4 4

The school spirit that is common in everyone brings us

together. The name that we all c h o s e  to bear —
whether it be 4 years ago, 40 years ago, or as next 
year's incoming freshmen — will bond us for life.

B c ilS O n  is a family , and families will support 
you throughout the years.

by Ryan Greenwood

Left: Principal O ’Neill and Architecture 
instuctor Mrs. Mangin promote the 

“Polytechnic” aspect of Benson while 
talking to interested parents.

»«•

23



Theatermaniacs
The History Of Benson’s Drama Program

Below: M ark Jw ayad  
and John Sustaita 

paint one o f  the sets 
for an upcom ing  

p ro d u c t io n .

Right: Jennifer  
Bray, Katie Luck, 

and Denay  Spl ie thof  
are three truly mad

Above: Jessica Eiden, Rian 
Turner,  and Tim Kurkoski  

in "M ad  W o m a n  o f
Chaillot ”

24
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Right: Adam 
Palmer, John 
Sustaita, and 

James 
Nussbaumer 
perform in, 
“A Flea in 
Her Ear.”

A bove: Hey, 
what’s so funny? 
Oh. I know! It’s, 

"That’s the Spirit.

B elow : All hail 
senior Adam 
Moore as he 

shows some leg 
in his mini skirt.

In the beginning at Benson High School, there 
was drama. Then, just like the dinosaurs, it became 
extinct. For about twenty years the massive audito­
rium lay dormant, housing only the occassional 
assembly and annual crowning of the Rose Festival 
Princess. That is, until three years ago when a 
group of determined students and two dedicated 
teachers decided it was time for a change.

The first thespian production in nearly two de­
cades was performed in the auditorium on March 
1st, 1996. The play was a three act French comedy 
entitled, “Madwoman of Chaillot.” The second 
show, “Cages,” a small, dark, one-act play was 
performed at Tech Show that same year.

The group, now known as the Theatermaniacs, 
produced two plays in its second season. “A Flea in 
Her Ear” was a comedy about adultery, mistaken 
identity and a crazy Spaniard. There was also a 
farce based on the story of “Robin Hood.”

This year, the Maniacs expanded their horizons,
Thetaking on Euripides' Greek classic, “Medea.” 

program finished the year with two hysterical com­
edies, “That’s the Spirit” and “One Day." Both 
plays, directed by students, thrilled audiences with 
outrageous characters and twisted plots.

The Theatermaniacs have tremendous amounts of 
fun and are always looking for new members, so go 
out and join in. Don’t make excuses, make art!

by Jennifer  Bray

M r.

Without
Theatermaniacs could not exist

25



Chinese New Year
TheYear Of The Tiger

Chinese New Year is a big annual 
celebration for many students at 
Benson. For some families, it is a 
week-long event in which they 
attend churches, temples and honor 
ancient cultural traditions. In the 
past, some students, the majority 
being Chinese and Vietnamese, 
stayed home from school on the 
official day. However, this New 
Year came with a different trend.

This year, they chose to share the 
special celebration with their Benson 
brothers and sisters. On January 28, 
the official day of the Chinese New 
Year, a group of Asian students 
showed up at school wearing their 
own “Ao Dai” , the traditional Viet­
namese dress, or “Xung X am ” , the 
traditional Chinese dress.

by T hao  Hoang

A b ove:  C hinese  N e w  Year  
w ou ld  not be com ple te  wi thout  

the Lion Dance .  N gh ia  N guyen  
(09) is a m e m b e r  o f  the Lion 
Dance  team at the tem ple  he 

at tends each  Sunday.
Left: “X u n g  X a m ” , also know n 
as the tradit ional  M an da r in  dress 

can e i ther  be  short  or  long. 
W ith  a slit a long  the side,  it is a 

f igure-shaping  g o w n  that 
sym bo l izes  beau ty ,  e legance ,

and dignity.
Right: A slightly different  

version o f  the M andar in  dress  is 
the “A o  D a i” , consis t ing  o f  two 
long slits a long e i ther  side. It is 

worn  with a pair  o f  white  or 
match ing  skirt-l ike pants.  It 

used to be the official  uniform 
for  fem ale  s tudents  in Vie tnam.
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Right: Freshmen 
friends Jessica 

McNichals, Liam 
Nagee, and Luke 

M cDonald call 
their styles, “Hip­
pie” , “ Punk” , and 
“Skater” , respec­

tively.

Left: Seniors Kiki 
Drayer, Shekinah 

Brazzle, and 
Lavon Lloyd sport 
their summ er gear 

to stay cool.

lelow: The “Little Red Dress” was a hot item at the Valentines Day Dance
There are as many differ­

ent ways to dress in this 
world as there are people, 
cultures, and lifestyles. 
This is clearly shown 
through the fashion state­
ment of each individual 
Benson student. This year, 
fashion at Benson has be­
come an artform. It’s no 
longer about choosing the 
popular brand or imitating 
what celebrities are wear­
ing. Instead it is all about 
being original, expressing 
yourself and knowing ex­
actly what you feel com­
fortable with. That’s what 
fashion is all about.

by Thao Hoang

Fashion at Benson
What was in and what was out in 1998

27



Tech Show
When Benson Students Strut Their Stuff'

Right: Senior Joe 
Bosnar works on his 
senior project as visi­
tors pass by and qui­

etly watch.

IP

Below: Senior Bola M ajekovaje demonstrates 
certain dental procedures for those attending

the Tech Show.

Above: Geometric solids like dodecohedrons 
and pyramids hang from the ceilings o f  the

math classrooms.



Left: A visitor to Tech 
Show takes a test drive in 

the “Electric Chair” .

Below: Seniors A dam  M oore and James 
Mussbaumer display their acting abilities.

Below: Junior Chris 
Wilson presents his 
science project on 
Perpetual Motion.

Tech Show is more than just a day 
and a half off of school. It is also the 
time of year for Benson students to 
demonstrate their talents and hard 
work. Maybe even more importantly, 
it is when eighth grade students final­
ize their choice of high school to pur­
sue their secondary education.

The halls become alive with decora­
tion, the band room morphs into a jazz 
club, NHS distributes their famous 
rootbeer floats, and free health screen­
ings of weight, height, and blood pres­
sure are provided in the HOSA wing.

Many students do multiple Tech 
Show projects. The science classes are 
full of Rube Goldberg projects, the 
foreign language classes have illustra­
tions, there are perplexing story prob­
lems in the math wing, and of course 
there are the majors.

by Ryan Greenwood
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Construction Problems in C-Wing
Due To A Leaky Roof Many Students Go Without Lockers For Months

Right: Water 
damage in C- 
Wing, during 

the unex­
pected flood, 

left many 
students 

unable to 
reach their 

lockers.

Above: With storage bins and a trailer in the 
faculty parking lot, the students’ lot and spots 

along the streets were rarely empty, making park­
ing more of a problem for everyone.

Below: M any presses and computers were dam­
aged by rain after Baugh Construction Compan) 

failed to cover the roof during repairs.

30



Shocking Flood Gives 
Students and Staff 

More Time to Prepare
care aoout starti 
-Senior Rachel

Students and faculty were very 
surprised when they heard that 
there was a flood at Benson High 
School. It was shocking to the 
students, but it was also kind of 
nice. The freshmen and sopho­
mores started classes two days late, 
and the juniors and seniors didn’t 
start until September 8th. Senior 
Rachel Spada said, “I don’t like to 
see my school like this, but I don’t 
care about starting late.” She 
added that she would use the extra 
time to catch up on sleep. A lot of 
students agreed with Rachel.

While the students were starting 
late, construction crews were 
scrambling around trying to repair 
heavy leaks and dry out the numer­
ous pieces of school equipment 
that were damaged.

“It’s better that it happened now 
when students aren’t here, than if it 
had happened during the school 
year,” superintendent Jack 
Bierworth said. Bierworth said the 
district and Baugh construction 
were right to try to fix the 40,000 
square foot roof late in the sum­
mer. They were just unlucky.

makes

more

Principal

Mike Gardner, owner of Coral Roofing 
Co. in Tigard said, “I ’m sure they tried to 
take a chance and save money, that’s the 
cheap way to do it. The right way to do 
it is to tear off a section of the roof and 
make it water tight.”

Principal O ’Neill commented, “It prob­
ably makes the kids happy, and this will 
give staff a little more time to prepare.”

In July, construction crews began a $3 
million upgrade by trying to repair the 
school’s wings. After peeling off the old 
sealant, they found out the roof needed 
more work. Therefore, the roof was ex­
posed when hard rains began. Benson 
suffered thousands of dollars in losses. 
More than 50 computers and much of the 
equipment in the Communications de­
partment, including most of the presses, 
were damaged.

by Adam Moore
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Spotlight on Tunde Sobomehin

Leader 
of 
the 

Family

Ivan A tan asso v  
Computer Technology

E m m et t  Banks 
M anufacturing

Geoffrey  Barfield
Unknown

Jam es  Barnes 
Electronic Engineering

W en d y  Alexia  Barnes 
Health Occupations

T ara  Renee Barnett  
Health Occupations

Renee  B eaudo in  
Health Occupations

Phillip Earl Berlin
M anufacturing
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A n d re w  B ernha rd  
M anufacturing

N athan  Bibles
Electrical Engineering

Brian Biondo  
Drafting Engineering

Darly  B i rg m an  
Arch itech ture

G regory  Paul Black 
Aviation

C aro l ine  B lack ledge  
Health Occupations

A ust in  B ounds  
Unknown

C h ro s to p h e r  B oyd  
Drafting Engineering

Ttinde Sobomehin, 
the man who made 

“United By Spirit Bonded By Name” 
a Tech-house phrase
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Jenn i fe r  Bray 
Drafting Engineering

M atthew  Brown 
Buliding Construction

Sarah Ann Bruncheon 
Health Occupations

Nicole  Bryant  
Health Occupations

Katie Marie  Bucher  
Com m unica tions

A nthony  Robe Buntjer
Unknown

M atthew W ay n e  Bush 
Health Occupations

Littrell Byrd
M anufacturing
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Cole Mills and Jennifer McBride are 
Most Spirited

Kaleah  Cage  
KBPS

H eathe r  Cain 
KBPS

N ydia  Lynn Cam pbel l  
Health Occupations

B en jam in  C erezo  
M anufac tur ing

N ath an  C h a m b e r s  
C om m unica tions

C h r i s to p h e r  C h a n d le r  
M anufac tur ing

J o h n a th a n  C h a n e y  
Architecture

R a c h n a  C h a u d h r e y  
Drafting Engineering

*

/
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Move your feet

free your soul

‘

Tia Lynae C lem ons  
Health Occupations

Michael  C onkey  
Drafting Engineering

Jay Craviot to  
Health Occupations

Kevin D alrym ple  
Construction

Laveta  Defreece
KBPS

Terica  Devoreh-Spra t t
Automotive

Julie Dinh
Dental

M arc-Danie l  D o m o n d  
Architectural Drafting
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E u g e n e  D u rsh p e k  
Architectural Drafting

Larissa  Estes 
Health Occupations

Jul ia  E then
C om m unica t ions

D ianna  Evers  
Health Occupations

Will  Fack le r  
Electric

S h a n n o n  Farres te r  
Architectural Drafting

A n n a  Fassel l  
Transporta tion

M ichea l  F ischer  
Health Occupations

When its time 
to dance, 

Jennifer Bray 
and 

John Stoffer 

lead the way



Arleta  Fow le r  
Comm unications

C o rw in  F rau gu ad as  
Computer Software

Technology

Sarah Jane Furst
KBPS

Ty Gal loway  
Construction

M aria  Garofol i  
Unknown

C had  G oo d w in  
Automotive

A d a m  G oska  
Electrical Engineering

R yan  G r e e n w o o d  
Architectural Drafting

If you need a friend, talk to Bola or George

Most Personable
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When you need somebody to lean on... 

Lean On Me!

Shel ley  G ros jean  
Electric

M ichae l  H a b tem ar ia m
C om m unica tions

N a e e m  Hall 
Transportation

D avid  Lynn  Hamil ton
Drafting Engineering

K areem  Haqq 
Drafting Engineering

K ather ine  H a rb a u g h
Unknown

C o u r tn ey  H a rm o n
Drafting Engineering

Korrine  Harris
Architectural Drafting
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Indira Jones
&

Gabe McGovern

-- J'rV

Robert  Haskin  
M anufacturing

Ryan Heath 
Unknown

Shane Alvey Heiney 
Drafting Engineering

Richard  Helzer  
Automotive

G ina  Hicks 
Comm unications

Travis  Scott  Hill 
Unknown

DeM etr ia  Hines 
Automotive

T hao  Hoang  
Health Occupations
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S h a q u w o n n a  H o d g e s  
C om m unica tions

Ryan  H olm es  
Automotive

H a w le y  H u b b a rd  
Construction

Ben H u g e b a c k  
Computer Software  
Technology

T aze  Hull 
Unknown

R oche l l  Jack son  
Drafting Engineering

S h a lo n n a  Jac k so n  
C om m unica tions

B a s h o n e  J o h n s o n  
C om m unica tions

Uniqueness is simply a form of 
expression



C olby  J o h n so n  
Dental Skills

A m a n d a  Joh n s ton
CNA

C arm en  Marie  Jones  
Health Occupations

Om ari  Jones 
Electronics

Tanite  Kane 
Unknown

Sean Kearns  
Unknown

Felicia  Killian 
Com m unica tions

Jam ie  Kim 
Health Occupations

When it comes to games, these 
two are good sports

46



Most Athletic. . .

Leon Holiday
&

Larissa Estes

Micheal  Kirk 
Architectural Drafting

C h r is top h e r  Kirkley  
Health Occupations

Phi Chi Lai
C om m unica t ions

A n y a h  L angs ton  
Building Construction

Daniel  L ank o w
Electronics Engineering

T rev o r  Larson
Computer Software  
Technology

C h r i s to p h e r  L aw rence  
Unknown

Robert  Lee
A rchitectural Drafting
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Winter, Spring, Summer or Fall 
all you need to do is call. . .

'

W h itn ey  L e m m o n
Electronics

Craig  Lewis  
Comm unications

Jack Lim
Computer Software

Technology

Clarissa  Liu 
Health Occupations

Rose Marie Lockett  
Health Occupations

Shonna  Iesha Lucas
Architecture

Ashley  Luzader
Unkoxvn

Stacy Rae Magnet t  
Architecture
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A b olad e  O lukem i 
M a je k o v a je  
Health Occupations

Barry  R ichard  M apes  
Aviation

E d w ard  M arcell  
Health Occupations

D e n a e '  M arshall  
C om m unica t ions

V anessa  M art inez  
Architecture

A m y  M cA rth u r  
Health Occupations

Jenn ife r  M cB ride  
KBPS

Jeffrey  M cC o u r tn ey  
Computer Software  
Technology

Nelly Parks 
and 

Diana Evers 

Best 
of 

F riends
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M icheal  M c G lo g h lo n
Unknown

Gabrie l  M cG o v ern  
Electronics Engineering

Aly M cK in inn  
Health Occupations

Josh  M cK in n ey  
Unknown

A nnie  Merrell  
C om m unica tions

Cole Mills  
Helath Occupations

A dam  M oore  
C om m unica tions

K enya  Kibibi M oore  
Health Occupations

Arleta Fowler & James Nussbaumer
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Every leader needs 
a follower

)

Paul Joseph  Natta  
Drafting Engineering

C olin  N e u b e rg e r  
Unknown

J o sh u a  N ev a la  
Computer Software  
Technology

Albert  Ng
Health Occupations

L ong  N g u y en  
Drafting Engineering

N athan  O hm
Unknown

Jessica  O w en  
Health Occupations

G len  Pak
Architectural Drafting
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So you think you’re smart ?

What about 

Jack Lim
&

Thao Hoang
i

Sara Parker 
Unknown

Jeanette  Pelster 
Com m unications

Jam ie  Perkins 
Health Occupations

T h om as  Pham  
Unknown

V anessa  Phillips 
Health Occupations

Daniel Raya
Unknown

Aaron R eim er 
Unknown

Nancy Rios 
Architecture
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Jan ira  R ober tson  
C om m unica tions

M egan  R obson  
C om m unica t ions

K im  Rogers  
KBPS

M arva  R uff  
Health Occupations

Farm  Saechao  
C om m unica tions

J.R. Scales  
C om m unica t ions

L ak isa  Sloan 
Transportation

April Sm ith
C om m unica t ions
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Robert  S tephens  
Electronics

Justin S tevens 
Computer Software

Technology

John S toffer  
Building Construction

Kayin A lexea  Talton 
Drafting Engineering

r

Jenelle  T erharr
C om m unica tions

D erick  T h o m p s o n
KBPS

Alissa  T innon  
Drafting Engineering

Bryan Tosh  
C om m unica tions

Advice for the younger high school students:

“Take advantage and have fun in these 4 years, 
because before you know it, they’ll be gone, for 
real.” 

-Kerry Watkins
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Height: 6 ’ 1”
Weight: 200 lbs.
Date o f  Birth: 7/29/80 
Major: KBPS
How he describes himself: “Arrogant, but a true friend, who would go out of my way to help somebody

if needed.”

Possibly the person who made the biggest changes over 
his four years at Benson, Kerry describes himself  as a 
"homely child" in his beginning years in high school. “The 
long hair was horrible,” Kerry stated. “I think that was the 
worst, in addition to the crooked teeth and a skinny frame.” 

It’s amazing what a haircut, braces, and nearly forty-five 
pounds of muscle can do. In his senior year h e ’s made a 
complete transformation, sporting a stunning smile along 
with a nice fade. Kerry was easily recognized on campus by 
wearing his trademark FuBu clothing or a muscle shirt to 
show off  his arms. “I started lifting weights as a sophomore 
for football, and when a body came with it, I got addicted.” 

Kerry has been playing football since the fifth-grade, and 
as a senior he was an all-conference selection and voted as 
the Benson defensive MVP. His success on the field 
carried over into the classroom. Kerry maintained a 3.0 
GPA throughout high school and earned a 3.8 in the first 
half of  his senior year. “My parents have always stressed 
academics first, and when I started slippin', they wasted no 
time getting on my case.”

H ang  Tu
Architectural Drafting

Rian Turner
Computer Software  
Technology

R ober t  M ichae l  V ang  
Aviation

Je n n i fe r  V o m a sk e  
Health Occupations

Luan  Vu
Helath Occupations

W illesh  W ade  
Health Occupations

Jessie  W alk e r  
Constuction

C h ris to p h e r  W arren
Electronics
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Like Two Peas in a Pod . . .

Mohammed
Jalloh

&
Justin

Phillips

C haka  M aria  W ash ing ton
Comm unications

Kerry W atk ins
KBPS

G eorge  W ea th e ro y  
Computer Software

Technology

K im berly  W ebb  
Automotive

Stephen W ebb  
Transportation

Sarah Marie W elch  
Health Occupations

Eric Robert W iley
Architecture

Robert  W ise  
Computer Software

Technology
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Brian W o n g  
Architecture

John W o n g  
Health Occupations

Jenn ife r  W righ t
Architecture

W ill iam  Z im m ers  
Drafting Engineering

Abbot & Costello... 

The Wayans Brothers. . .  

Laurel & Hardy...
o
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W endy  Lynn A bshire

S hane  B ach m an

Daniel Barton

Jam es  “D oc"  Bennett

Joseph  B essm an

T a m a ra  B lagoeva

Joseph M atthew  Bosnar

Adi Botez
f \

* ■>>»

“It takes us all to keep things poppin’!”

Terrence  Cavil

M ark  A. Carter

Jasen  C hris t ianson

Ryan Clark

Aaron M. Cope

K inn ikk ia  D rayer

Crystal Edw ards

Sean Evans

*

w
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Jesse  Folk

D anny  G arner

Ja m e s  G e lo w icz

P orsha  G lover

J o se p h  G o o d w in

Leroy  Hall

D ennis  Ray Harris

Daniel  C. H auke

6‘All means all even you

Leon  Holiday

T h o m a s  H u m p h re y

D al ton  H u sb a n d

Sikhiu  H uynh

M o h a m m e d  Jal loh

A m a n d a  Jane  Jam es

A n d rew  S. Jeffs

Kelly M. Jones
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Nathaniel M organ  Jones

Sean A. Kearns 

Joy Lisa Kelly 

Eddie  K eo v an g sa

Heidi M arie  Kuntz  

Richard  M. L am m ers

Jason Lesser 

Yen H oang  Ly

“It takes us all to keep things poppin’!”

A m an d a  M arsh  

W ill iam  J. M atthew s 

Joseph Michael M auck  

Gerald  M. M cB urney

Patrice M iddle ton  

David Clinton M oose  

Juantiyeh  C. M orris  

Rose T. N guyen



A n n a  L issa  Sam son 

Isa iah  S c h w e b k e  

Kevin A ndrew  Smith 

Du Hoan Son

“All means all, even you!”

Scott  Rankin  

A ron  R edden  

Kao Tsio  Saechao  

Nicole  Fay Salvus

D av id  E. Olwell  

K a y s o n e  O u th a y v o n g  

A lla  V. Panchenko  

Nelly K. Park

Jitesh  N. Patel 

A a ro n  P ay m en t  

M y M ichael  Phan 

Justin  Phillips

61



Rachel Spada

A.J. Ray Sp lie thof

Joshua  Stewart

Daniel Stose

C hr is topher  Sutton

M ichelle  T h om as

Garrett  Tow le

Jau -D er  “Jo ey "  Tsai

# *

“It takes us all to keep things poppin'!”
“All means all, even youT”

Brian W atson

Shannon  W il l iam s

David  Lee W il l iam son

Tac Yan

C hris topher  Yee

T im othy  Z age low

A m a n d a  Harr ison

A dam  Kostick

♦  *
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Underclass Division
Next Year's Leaders

0 *1
*'

66



rW*

,\\w

67



Juniors - 1999 - Juniors - 1999 - Juniors - 1999 - Juniors - 1999 - Juniors - 1999

Don’t Stress Out!
What Stresses

YOU Out?
“Thinking about w hat’s gonna 
happen when I get out into the real 
world.”

-Danny W ood-
“Working and getting all my 
assignments turned in."

-Rosita Rodriguez-
“Deciding which one of my 
women to go out with on Saturday 
night.

-Robin Preator-

“ Y o u  d o n ’t know what stress is!” my dad

exclaimed. “/  run my own business, I  pay the bills, 
/h a v e  the responsibility o f  a family with two teenag­
ers in high school—one o f  whom is going to college 
next year, and y o u  know that

money doesn ’t grow on trees!
So until vow slip into my shoes, Junior, d o n ’t com ­

plain about how stressful y o u r  life is!”

Out of breath, my father left the room. Needless 
to say, I d idn ’t follow him. Our problems and

s o f  stress as students are different fromsources

those of our parents, yet this does not mean that our 
problems are any less important.

by R y a n  G r e e n w o o d

Brian Ardito 
Danny Arguello 

Rian Ashford 
Steven Austed 

Nicole Barnard 
Ryan Barrett

Peter Bartel 
Adam Batchelor 

Sean Baxter 
Joseph Beer 

Courteland Benson 
Damien Berge

Patrick Bernier 
Adam Best 

Greg Bethell 
Paul Boddie 

Shandrea Boddie 
Jared Boehm

Emanuel Botez 
Katoune Bounma 

Sarah Bowen 
Richard Bravo 

Larue Brown 
Brian Budd

Matthew Bunnell 
Jesse Burkhardt 
Graham Burnett 

Sheldon Burquist 
Michelle Butler 

Christopher Byers
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Colleen Cameron 
Angela Campagna 
Charles Campbell 
Erik Cannard 
Quiana Canton 
Grae Cantrell

Amos Carter 
Jamie Carter 
Michael Castrejon 
Lu Cha 
Kim Chan 
Ratha Chan

Arishma Chand 
See Chang 
Lawrence Chiu 
Myron Clark 
Nakia Clay 
Adam Clodfelter

Ben Coffee 
David Comer 
Marcus Crawford 
Jennifer Cummings 
Steven Daley 
Corey Davis

Troy Davis 
Dede Delandro 
Antoinette Delaney 
Jennea Dent 
Nicholas Desalvo 
Stanley Detz

Matthew Dillon 
Amy Doherty 
Jessica Downs 
Eric Drinker 
Ciana Duboise 
Cory Edwards

Marco Enciso 
Jacquelyn Enerio 
Tiffany Erhardt 
William Fairly 
Robert Fatherree 
Gabrael Favorel

Rahwa Fesseha/ion 
Tanya Flores 
Kamau Floyd 
Julie Fortin 
Jered Freeman 
Desera Fren tress
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The Ten Best Things 
About Going To Benson

Nathan Harrower 
Kimberlee Hattig 

D arcy Hayes 
Joel Hays 

Kendra Hellwege 
Jimi Henderson

Sparkle Henderson 
Andrew Herbert 

Deanna Hernandez 
Sharisha Hicks 
Me'shall Hills 

Nathan Hinkle

Amanda Hinojos 
Long Ho 

Barbara Hollingshed 
Ebony Holloway 

Carrie Homlitas 
Blake Hooper

70

10. Great team work 
9. Good sports teams 
8. School spirit 
7. The learning atmosphere 
6. The ability to have a 

great school 
5. Good teachers 
4. The choice o f  classes 
3. A variety of majors 
2. Lots o f  extracurricular 

activities outside o f  class

And the #1 best thing 
about going to Benson 
is . . .

Lloyd
Center

c o m p i l e d  by L a u ra  Tate

Hannah Gill 
Libby Glynn 

Phillip Graham 
Brian Green 

Granesha Green 
Tenysha Green

Greg Hall 
Jermaine Hall 

Robert Halstead 
Joseph Hammond 

Austin Hankins 
Kimberly Hanson
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Fule Huang 
Anthony Hutchinson 
Nathan Hyder 
Evianti Jabar 
William Jackson 
Ted Jenkins

Tahira Joe 
Jason Johnson 
Megan Johnson 
Janita Jones 
Danica Joslin 
Awen-Lue Kante

Nicholas Keller 
Kristy Kerr 
Joseph Kerth 
Tobias Kiersey 
Peter Kim 
Teresa King

Nicole Klee 
Kevin Knipe 
Carl Koester 
Michael Koukoumanos 
Shimon Kramer 
Amanda Langston

Jill Laverdure 
Chau Le 
Nhi Le
Christian Leben 
Misty Leben 
Richard Lee

Tony Lced 
Daniel Lehmann 
Felipe Leon 
Michael Lepley 
Dallas Liddell 
Kurtis Linne

Kimberly Litkie 
Caleb London 
Kong Lor 
Abigail Lovett 
Justin Luce 
Daniel Lund

Valarie Lundin 
Cuong Ly
Christopher Machado 
Kathryn Mackinnon 
Kafiat Majekobaje 
Matthew Manley
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W hat is Ju n io r  year?  It is an odd e leven th  y ea r  o f  educa t ion  and  a t im e in 
w hich  ado lescence  fin ishes its f iner  tuning. The  Ju n io r  ex is ts  in an ephem era l  
stage o f  soc ioacadem ic  deve lopm en t .  In essence ,  they ex p e r ien ce  the sp r ing t im e  
o f  their  h igh school career,  hav ing  w in te red  a few s e a s o n ’s w orth  o f  e x t r a c u r ­
ricular  activities. Potential is d iscovered  and  a p reced en t  for  acad em ic  a c h ie v e ­
m ent  (in c o l le g e ’s eyes)  is es tab l ished  for  the next five years .  T h e  e leven th  
grade is a crucial s tepping  stone be tw een  dom es t ic  d e p e n d e n c e  and  in d e p e n ­
d e n c e .

The exper ience  one ga ins  be tw een  the ages  o f  s ix teen  and  seven teen  are — to 
say the least — quite m em o rab le  and unable  to be dup lica ted .  T he re  is the first 
love (okay, lasting m ore  than six m on ths) ,  d rivers  test(s),  con tac t  w ith  illegal 
substances ,  kiss and  su m m e r  jo b .  (So perhaps  not the first kiss, but there  are 
o ther  firsts that can be exper ienced  in the p lace  o f  that ...) W h a te v e r  c o m b in a ­
tion o f  the exper iences  occur,  the effec t  on the ind iv idua l  is indelib le .  W h i le  this 
year  m ay  be b lurred  w hen  being  exper ienced ,  h inds igh t  puts ev e ry th ing  in focus.

by Ind ira  Jones

... a step­
ping stone 
between 
domestic 
depen­

dence and
indepen­

dence.

Ryan Marquez 
Austen Martin 

Minh Matthews 
Alina Maunu 

Christine Maxwell 
Brent Meal lister

Kevin Mechling 
Christopher Mercer 

Brook Mikesell 
Veronica Miller 

Jose Moreno 
Andrew Morey

Zachary Mosbrucker 
Gregory Mouchka

Alan Mui 
Andrea Munro 
Kara Nathman 

Nicholas Nelson

Sharon Nelson 
Cang Nguyen 

Hai Nguyen 
Lien Nguyen 
Phuc Nguyen 

Thao Nguyen

#7: \
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C'rel Mcallister 
Emilio Mccallister 

Devin Mccomb 
William Mccormick 

Patrick Mccrary 
Keoni Mcmahon
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Uyen Nguyen 
Josette Niece 
Victor Norris 
Jamie Offia 
Brandon Olin 
OmelinaOrak

Devin Oreilly 
Dustin Osbeck 
Robert Oseas 
Anton Osterhaus 
Christopher Owen 
Colin Owens

Andrey Panchenko 
Amanda Parmelee 
Trushar Patel 
Vipul Patel 
Aljenette Peal 
Jessi Pelto

Shaaron Peterson 
Robin Preator 
Maurice Price 
Joshua Priest 
Kelly Proctor 
Grant Raymond

Fernando Reyes 
Erika Richards 
Lacoya Richardson 
Alicia Riddle 
Cory Roberts 
Rosita Rodriguez

Daniel Ruiz 
Jessica Russum 
Matthew Rutgers 
Devon Saahir 
Mai Saechao 
James Salvatore

Rachel Savoy 
Andy Schmitt 
Jeffrey Schoonover 
Eric Scoggin 
Emily Scott 
Jennifer Scott

Phillip Scott 
Robert Shannon 
Jenny Shearer 
Amanda Shepardson 
Leah Sims 
Anne Slusher
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It’s been six months and yo u ’ve finally become desensitized to the length o f  her legs and the deliciousness 
of her proportions. Why are you with her? Upon meeting her, she had a nonchalant sophistication that struck 
you as being desireable. She was even aware o f  this, saying that she had “an odd juxtaposition o f  sophistica­
tion and common sense” .

She’s still the mild intellectual you were attracted to last June. She still has a sexy way of calling you 
“babe”over the phone, but there’s a bit o f  restlessness rousing in the back o f  your mind. It 's this awakening 
o f  new desire that is drawing you away from your sum mer love.

So, what next? A grueling drama? A guilt riddled month o f  phone conversations? While these scenarios 
are undoubtedly ineffective, they are replayed year after year in high school. The methods o f  breaking up are 
as ludicrous as the couples who use them. T here’s the:

-Messy conversation: “ I ’ll leave a message.”
-Straight negligence: “S h e’ 11 get the point sooner or later.”
-Indirect facial: “Joe ’ll tell her. S he ’ll listen to him.”
And people wonder why breaking up is hard to do.

by Indira Jones

Benjamin Smith 
Andre Solomon 

Inok Song 
Brian Spaulding 
Michael Spencer 
Denay Spliethof

Michael Stanfill 
Emma Stevenson 

John Stewart 
Philip Stewart 

Christopher Stickel 
Amanda Stutevoss

Jeff Surgeon 
Lome Symes 
Kimberly Ta 

Lori Tam 
Laura Tate 

Adia Taylor

Keith Teel 
Shakita Thomas 

Jennifer Thompson 
Joseph Tierney 

Hung Tran 
Catherine Trinh

Nga Truong 
Vu Truong 

Jamie Tubbs 
Alexander Tucker 

Erica Tucker 
Sarah Tyler
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Michael Varela-Ibarra 
Keanna Vincent 
Clark Wachsmuth 
Cameron Ware 
Nathanial Warner 
Jessica Watkins

Sequoia Watts 
Mystery Wells 
Ryan Wenzinger 
Shauna Wesley 
Elizabeth West 
Crystal White

Lakisha Willis 
Christopher Wilson 
Patricia Wilson 
Timisha Wilson 
Travis Wilson 
Kabbiba Wincher

Travis Wiseman 
James Wohlmacher 
Brian Yanity 
Jennifer Young 
Ryan Zimmerman

I v a n  A d z h i g i r e y  
J o s h u a  A tk in s  
B r ian  B acon  
Er ic  Ball  
F l o r e n c e  B ee rs  
A n t h o n y  B o t t e r o n  
J a m e s  B o y d  
L a r ry  B ra z z le  
B e n  C u n n i n g t o n  
C i c e r o  C u r ry  
S u f y a n  D a w a n  
B r y c e  D e c h a n d  
B e n j a m i n  D u n c a n  
A a r o n  E la m  
D a v i d  E lbe l  
T e e  A n n a  F a m b r o u g h  
D an ie l  F raz ie r  
N i c h o l e  G a i t h e r - M a r t i n  
H a n n a h  Gill  
T e r r a n c e  G r e e n  
S h a r o n  H a m a n n  
S t e p h a n i e  H a y s

N ot Pictured

J o s e p h  H e l g e r s o n  
Seij i  H enne l ly  
D a v id  H im e s  
L isa  H i rosh im a  
T i m o t h y  Holt  
L a m a y a  Jar re l l  
Y v e s  Jeann is  
E r ic  J o h n s o n  
Kei th  J o h n s o n  
M a r k  J w a y  ad 
M ar ie  Kent  
E r ik a  K re ipe  
R o b e r t  La  
J o h n n y  L a w s o n  
A n d y  L ee  
B o b b y  Lee  
A n t h o n y  L e w is  
D a v i d  L i t t le ton  
Rex Liu 
S t e p h e n  L och  
L y n a  M c k i n i n n  
R a y f i e ld  Mitche l l

J e r e m y  M u  h a m m e d  
Jus t in  Nau  
T h a i  N g u y e n  
J o h n n i e s h a  N o r m a n  
T i m o t h y  O h a l l o r a n  
Kel ly  O h a r a  
M ic h e l l e  P a t t e r so n  
Jon  Persen  
S t e p h a n i e  P o e h l c r  
Roni l  P rasad  
J o s h u a  S e v ie r  
D e a n n a  S o l o m o n  
A n d r e w  Stah l in  
K ish a  S w a f f o r d  
D e w a y n e  T a y l o r  
A n t j u a n  T o l b e r t  
N i c h o l a s  T r u j i l l o  
D an ie l  V ic k e ry  
M ic a h  W a r r e n  
Q u a y u a n a  W a s h i n g t o n  
D an ie l  W o o d  
E d w a r d  X a y b a n h a

75



BENSON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2000

What Should I Major In?
“I chose Broadcasting because it’s easy. I get to 

listen to music all day, and if I ’m good, I can make a lot 
of  money.”

“I like Electronics because it is really interesting, and
I hope to someday become an electrician.

-Justin Mihalos-

“I want to major in Health Occupations because I 
want to be a psychologist. People already spill their guts 
to me and ask for advice. People just tend to trust me."

-TaraChrest-1

“ I chose Architectural Drafting because I really like 
it and it is challenging. It keeps me on my toes."

-Chris Reynolds-

Kenneth Akesson 
Michael Alston 
Anthony Arcuri 

Paul Asana 
Stan Atkin 

Milton Barnes

Michael Barrett 
Joshua Beal 

Michael Belcha 
Mason Bibles 

Jai Blair 
Rachel Blalack

Stacy Bonnin 
Ebony Booker 

Patrick Bossom 
Jennifer Boyd 
Mai-Tai Boyd 

Tiffany Brandel

Gary Brewer 
Lisa Bricker 
Angie Briles 
Chad Bristol 

Michelle Brock 
Julie Brokaw

Chelsea Brooks 
Daniel Brough 

Joshua Bruce 
Brent Buckles 

Tony Bui 
Richard Bunch
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Justin Burnett 
Detoya Burrell 
Cheryl Bynum 
James Byrd 
Lisa Cady 
Elizabeth Candello

Sherry Carpenter 
Ian Chambers 
Mercedes Chan 
Arnal Chandra 
Kim Chaples 
Joseph Chatterley

Dan Chen 
Feng Chen 
Ji Chen 
Ricky Chen 
Andrew Cheney 
Lindsay Childers

Benjamin Childs 
Tara Chrest 
Justin Clessas 
Gerry Collins 
Christina Cook 
Sean Cox

Walter Craig III 
Richard Cunnington 
Jason Currier 
Kirin Dallaire 
Dao Dam 
Binaya Dangol

Keenan Darnell 
Charles Davidshofer 
Candice Davis 
Ryan Davis 
Robert Day 
Aaron Dayton

Michael Decamp 
Darryl Demaris 
Anthony Depue 
Dennis Dillon 
Hennisha Dizer 
Shawnteia Dobson

Spencer Doherty 
John Dowell 
Trevor Doyle 
Michael Dozier 
Nicole Dragoo 
Minhalfredo Duong
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BENSON HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2000

WARNING: All Sophomores Beware
THE TOILET

Out it comes, down it goes
Where it stops, nobody knows 

Push the lever, swirl, swirl
Everything goes round, twirl, twirl 

Faster and faster it starts to leave 
Now I am finally relieved 

New water comes in, clear as glass
Can you believe what came out of my # @ $ $ * !!! 

Into the sewer, out it is let
Soon to arrive in the Willamette 

We swim around, not knowing it’s there
But when we get out, it’s stuck in our hair.

- : v>

b y  a  B e n s o n  S o p h o m o r e

Nancy Duong 
Erik Durshpek 

Rebecca East 
Jessica Eastwood 

Brendan Eichinger 
Silas Evers

Patrick Ezell 
Mitchel Fearing 
Madelyn Feely 

Semhar Fesehazion 
Sarah Finch 
David Fisk

Nathaniel Flynn-Ryan 
Andrew Foote 
Brian Francis 

Alexis Frazier 
Ryan Gapi 

KeelaGarrigues

Katianne Gaul 
Eric Gibbs 

Marcia Gill 
Noah Gill 
Ryan Gill 

Rebecca Gilson

Quinetta Goodman 
John Goshorn 

Daniel Grachico 
Joseph Graffeo 
Malcolm Gray 

Dante Green
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Solomon Green 
Bryan Grignon 
Matthew Grove 
Kevin Gutierrez 
Margarita Guzman 
SaraGwin

Sarah Hagen 
Thomas Hale 
Adam Hamilton 
Larry Hankins 
Michael Harbick 
Benjamin Harris

Bryan Harris 
Damian Harris 
Michelle Harrison 
Hakim Hasan 
Sammy Hayes 
Shante Hayes

Jesse Hefner 
Aaron Heil 
Jonathan Heltzel 
John Helzer 
Paul Herbert 
Elizabeth Higgins

Kevin Hilsinger 
Ippolito Hilton 
Avram Holland 
Luke Hotchkiss 
David Howland 
Joseph Hudson

Curtrina Huff 
Joshua Hughes 
Crystal Hunter 
Leslie Huth 
Ngoctrang Huynh 
Vi Huynh

Crystal Imes 
Jeffery Jacks 
Andrew Jackson-Davis 
Brian Jacobsen 
William Jameson 
Emily Jeffs

Tabatha Jensen 
David Johnson 
Dustin Johnson 
Miesha Johnson 
William Johnson 
Ryan Keeland
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Sophomores...2000...SOPHOMORES...2x1000...SoPhOmOrEs...0002...Softmoures

GET OFF THE ROAD!
by J e n n i f e r  Bray

Sophomore year is usually the year stu­
dents start driving. Most new drivers 
have something they really want to do 
the minute they get out on the road by 
themselves. Here is what a couple of 
Benson sophomores had to say.

“The day I get my 
license I want to drive 
to a pig farm and get a 
pig. After I get the pig 
I want to tie huge 
paper wings on it and 
put it on the top o f  my 
car. I ’ll drive down
the freeway really fast, M “j w ant to do two things when I get my license. I
and then stop and 
watch the pig fly.”

-Talik Eichinger-

want to jum p  the Grand Canyon and preach street 
ministry out o f  my car.”

-Sam Hayes-

Andrew Kent 
Homaira Kharoti 

Latoyia King 
Casey Kirk 

Aniscia Knauls 
Ioannis Kondilis

Robin Kopps-Kopra 
KaterinaKoukoumanos 

Adam Krumbein 
Alicia Kulbe 
Kurt Larson 

Julia Law

Jamarr Lawson 
Ann-Phounganh Le

Diem Le 
Jim Le

Clare Lefave-Alden 
Michael Leis

Rian Leonard 
Gregory Lewallen 

Lari Lewis 
Rob Lokting 
Joshua Long 

Kenneth Lopez

Jared Low 
Danna Lui 
Khanh Ma 

Ryan Madaris 
Ryan Manning 

Jacqueline Martin

“ 1 want to get a 
bangin ' system for my 
car and go driving 
through my neighbor­
hood to show it off to 
all the haters.”

-Jemine Mode-

“I want to go to the 
Benson football field 
and spin some cookies 
all over the place.”

-anonymous-
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Adrian Mashia 
Lacey Mast 
Megan Mauck 
Cary Maunder 
Patrick Mccarthy 
William Mckenzie

Willy Mckinley 
Elisa Mcswain 
Everett Meadows 
Joyce Medrano 
Gena Merrell 
Justin Mihalos-K.

Adam Miketin 
Wyatt Miller 
James Milloy 
Abby Mills 
Jason Mills 
Joshua Minor

Michael Mitchell 
Jemine Mode 
Chequita Monette 
Jason Moore 
Brandon Mosher 
Robert Mumford

Corbin Myers 
Zachary Nash 
Blake Nelson 
Jeremy Ness 
John Ngo 
Trung Ngo

Chinhphuoc Nguyen 
Hai Nguyen 
Janet Nguyen 
Khoa Nguyen 
Tri Nguyen 
Vinhphuoc Nguyen

Leativa Nicholas 
James Nichols 
Simon Niece 
Dominic Nudo 
Peter Oetinger 
Ngozi Olemgbe

Nathan Olsen 
Kristopher Olson 
Devin Oneal 
Jeffrey O'Reilly 
Obinna Otti 
Joaquin Owens
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“You better 
know that 
‘00’ are play­
ers to stay so 
don’t hate 
our way!”

Kasey Park 
Ileana Parks 

Joseph Payne 
Benjamin Pelster 

Jonathan Perlman 
Christopher Perrotti

George Petrina 
Adele Pham 

Thai-Hai Pham 
Le Phan 

Redonda Phillips 
Misha Popenuk

Nathaniel Powell 
Craig Proctor 

Flortasha Pullom 
Nicholas Quayle 

Mark Rader 
Joshua Rambo

Anthony Reimer 
Timothy Reinholt 

Nisite Reta 
David Revell 

Christopher Reynolds
Ashley Ries

Every class has its saying. This year another freshman class steps 
up to take their sophom ore position. So what is their class say-

9m g. 2000 Times Better Than Y'all!
What do others think o f  this and the sophomore class all together-7

“They think they ’re bom b because they 're  not freshmen anym ore.”
-Senior-

“Sophomores are very energetic, spirited, and vibrant.”
-Junior-

“Sophomores act like they are better than everybody else.”
-Freshman-

HOW DOES THE SOPHOM ORE CLASS RESPOND?
by D e n a y  S p l i e t h o f

Ruth Rios 
Luke Rogers 

Gonzalo Romero 
Jillisa Ross 

Nai Saechao 
Nelson Sarak

% k r
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Frederick Schaefer 
Peter Schnacky 
Brandon Schuelein 
Clifford Schultz 
Precious Scott 
Simon Seid

Sudip Shakya 
Tiffany Shannon 
Ryan Sharp 
Arthur Sherriff 
Joshua Silverman 
Francisca Singh

Michael Singleton 
Yelena Sizmina 
Shelly Skolfield 
Tiffany Slaughter 
Natausha Sloan 
Justice Small

Kyle Smilowski 
Candace Smith 
Melissa Soares-Gordon 
Michael Soares- 
Gordon
Dele Sobomehin

Jeshua Sonnenburg 
Visna Sous
Vi Souvannachoumkham 
Michelle Steward-Johnso 
Craig Strutz 
Siu-WahTam

Travis Tarpo 
Aaron Taylor 
Thomas Taylor 
Wesley Tennyson 
Mychal Tetteh 
Mina Thai

Blaine Thomas 
Jonathan Thomas 
Luckey Thongthap 
Mang Thow 
PiaThow 
Tia Threlfall

Jonathan Tinnon 
Antwan Towner 
Stevenson Tran 
Sophia Trieu 
John Trump 
Paul Turner
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The Sophomore Class of 2000 is the Shiznit

Sweet Dreams Sophomores
Sophomores Relate Their High School Horror Stories

Spiders 
or any 
other

“Falling from a building then waking 
up just before I hit the ground.”

-KyleSmilowski-

“Ronald McDonald chasing me 
with a fork.”

Mode-
-Angela Upham-

“No Makeup, 
I Would Just 

DIE!”
-Julie Brokaw-

U

a Losing My Hair!”
-Ashleigh Weitzel-

C L O W N S .” 
-Hom aira Kharoti-

Micheal Jackson.” 
-Mike Wiebe-

c o m p i l e d  by  Jean e t t e  Pelster

“W hen I was a kid, I had 
this dream  that I woke up 
scared, and I went upstairs 
to my paren ts’ room. They 
popped  up as skeletons. 
I ’d go downstairs and all 
these other skeletons 
w ould  com e out o f  the 
walls. I had it like 5
times.:

-Joe Graffeo-
Angela Upham 
Jennifer Valin 
Erik Vingelen 
Will Vollstedt 

Loc Vuong 
Jason Wackerly

Tom Wagner 
Adrienne Walker 

Terry Walker 
Tyler Walker-Mcgee 

Ashleigh Weitzel 
Leslie Wenzinger

David Wheeler 
Melissa Wheeler 

Jennifer Whiteside 
Joshua Wiebe 

Mike Wiebe 
Mario Williams

Pyerra Williams 
Stephanie Williams 

Mishika Wilson 
Moses Wilson 

Jessica Winkel 
Cody Wise

Andrew Wolff 
Andrew Wolff 

Jane Wong 
Jonathan Wong 

Martin Wong 
Aaron Yanzick
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The Sophomore Class of 2000 is the Shiznit

Old School Style

ellies Daisy
Dukes

Salt Water Sandal's

Footy Pajamas

Velcro Shoes
Rat Tails

Kidus Yared 
Tanara Young

Cortez

LA. Gear
Osh
Kosh

Overalls w/one Strap Down Fanny Packs Neon Spandex

Box Hair Cuts
Kross Colors

Striped
Socks Hammer Pants

Swatch Watches Keds Starter Jackets Spiked Hair
Parkas

British Knights Chuck Taylor’s Converse All-Stars
c o m p i l e d  by J e n n i f e r  Bray

Not Pictured
N ic k a l a s  Ail R y a n  H a n s e n W i l l i a m  M c in t i r e
Fa tae  A l len J o s e p h  H a r m o n C h a r l e s  M c k i n n e y
N a t e y  A yar ib i l N a t h a n  H a y e s E l b e r t  M o n d a i n e
M a r i a n  B o n e S a r a  H o w a r d A a r o n  M o r r i s
J o h n  B ur r i s C h r i s t o p h e r  J a m e s A l e x a n d r i a  N u n l e y
J a b a r i  C a m p b e l l A d a m  J o h n s o n J a m e s  P ie rce
K e n y a  C a p e r s S e o n g  K im C o r y  R eck
D o m i n i c  C i a L a r o n  K in g S h a w n  R e d f o r d
T i f f a n y  C o l e m a n J o h n  Kle in T i n a  Rios
J o s e p h  C r o w e l l Br ian  Klure T r a v i s  R u s s u m
A n t h o n y  D a n g o d d  K o e h l e r B e n j a m i n  S a n d b e r g
A s h a n i  D e g r u y J o s h u a  K r e g e r W i l l i a m  S h a f f e r
T i f a n i  D ra in A d a m  Kre in J o n a t h a n  T a v e s
Bill  D u s s in E r i c k a  K r o u s e S a m a n t h a  T h o m p s o n
L u c a s  E s l i n g e r Ju l i an  Las ley J o s e p h  T i e r n e y

D a v i n a  E u b a n k s D e r r i c k  Lau R o b e r t  V i c k e r y
A a r o n  F lo re s N g o c  T u y e t  Le C a m e r o n  W a r e

D e a n g e l o  G a s k a E z r a  L i z i o - K a t z e n R y a n  W i l k e r
J u s t i n  G o o d n i g h t M in h  Ly M a r q u i s e  W i l l i a m s

M ic h a e l  G r o s z B e n j a m i n  L y n n L e ia  W i l s o n

H a d d o n  Hal l R y a n  M a n s f i e ld M a r c u s  W i n k l e p l e c k
R y a n  H a m m e l Apr i l  M a w s o n

New Kids On The Block
Do These SOUND Familiar?

Bel Biv DeVoe
Another Bad Creation

M.C. Ham m er Vanilla Ice
Milli Vanilli

C o lo r  M e Bad
Sir-Mix-A-Lot

Kriss Kross

The Beasty Boys

Paula Abdul

Digital Underground

D.J. Jazz.Y Jef f  and the Fresh Prince
c o m p i l e d  b> J e n n i f e r  Bray
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The Freshmen Class of 2001

The Most Outstanding Thing That Happened My Freshman Year

“The best thing that happened to me this year, or you could say didn’t happen to me, was all the freshmen

‘T he  first day of school I 

went down into the boy’s locker 

room to get a soda. I didn't see 

the ‘Men Only' sign above the 

door, so I went on in. There was 

this boy popping his zits in the 

mirror and he was only in his 

underwear. When he saw me 

he ran away screaming like a

girl.

Elizabeth Munoz

“T h e  w orst  th in g  that h a p ­
pen ed  to m e  this y ea r  w as  w h en  
I got so m e  ben to  at lunch  an d  I 
w as w a lk in g  back  to the tab le  
w h ere  m y fr ien d s  w ere  sitting.  
S u d d en ly  so m e o n e  ran into  m e  
and the b en to  sp illed  all over  
the front o f  m e. I sm e lled  like it 
for  the rest o f  the  day. It was  
so o o  e m b a r a s s in g !”

E m ily  L o th m a n

“ T h e  w orst  th in g  that h ap p en ed  
to m e  this y e a r  w as  w h en  s o m e ­
on e  p u sh ed  m e and I fell d o w n  the  
s ta ir s .  M y  b o o k s  a n d  p a p e r s  
w ere  sca ttered  ev ery w h ere .  T he  
w orst  part is no one  s to p p ed  to 
help  m e. P eo p le  ju s t  s tep p ed  all 
o v e r  m y s t u f f  a n d  la u g h e d  at
m e .

W ill ia m  Hill

Celisse Adams 
Kenneth Adewola 
Steven Adkinson 

Stefanie Aeder 
Timothy Alden 
Nicole Alldritt

Iresha Allen 
Keyona Allen 

Ryan Allen 
Martina Anderson 
Dameon Andrews 

Aaron Arcuri

Jamilah Armstrachan 
Clifford Armstrong 

David Arvesen 
James Aune 
Edith Ayon 

Nichole Bain

Craig Baker 
Ryan Baker-Hagner 

Joseph Ball 
Yolanda Banks 
Denise Barella 
Tamar Barnes

Christopher Bauer 
Corey Bauer 

Jessica Bauer 
Jenny Beal 

Andrea Bennett 
Jeffrey Benson
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The Freshmen Class of 2001

Dylan Benton 
Marcus Benton 
Ashley Berry 
Thomas Beseau 
Ahjane Billingsley 
Kristin Bisby

Jamaica Booker 
Keith Bostick 
Hadassah Boyd 
Michael Bradford
Anthony Brinster

*

Crystal Brock

Lakisha Brock 
Billiethia Broussard 
Tamara Brown 
Eric Bryant 
Andrew Buck 
Adam Bush

Alfred Caldwell 
Jeffrey Carpenter 
Henry Cartagena 
Frazer Case 
William Cassada 
Madison Ceaser

Christopher Cervenka 
Elizabeth Cha 
Franklin Cha 
Jerry Cha 
Julie Chan 
May Chan

Ronald Chan 
Teresa Chan 
Emily Chapman 
Sean Chavan 
Ren Chen 
Nicholas Childs

Scott Chirgwin 
Kevin Chiu 
Bradley Christiansen 
Adam Clayton 
Temika Cleaves 
Shemyia Clemons

Mckenzie Cobean 
Adam Cohen 
Michelle Coleman 
Sharlietta Collins 
Darren Cooper 
Casey Coultas
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Freshmen - 2001 - Freshmen - 2001 - Freshpeople - 2001 - Freshgirls - MMI - Freshbovs

The Top Ten Reasons NOT to Eat in the Cafeteria
# 10) Hot dogs just a ren’t supposed to be green.
# 9) I saw the bento lady on America’s Most Wanted.
# 8) I broke my tooth on a roll.
#  7) I like using dental floss, not hair.
# 6) The lunch lady has less teeth than my grandpa.

The food
is just

# 5 ) I would like to live to see my graduation.
# 4) This school recycles a lot o f  things, but pizza shouldn’t be one of

them.
# 3) The cafeteria lady keeps winking at me
# 2) There is still food on the chairs from last year’s food fights.

And the number one reason NOT to eat in 
the cafeteria is

NASTY
(' m

IS

by Jennifer Bray & Ryan Greenwood

Paul Council 
Christopher Crawford

Zack Cross 
Joshua Crowell 
Christina Dang 

Phi Dang

\w

Wayne Daniel 
Megan Daniels 

Mong Dao 
Jacob Davidson 

Chanterius Davis 
Indya Davis

Kady-Ann Davy 
Maryum Dawan 

Noelle Dennis 
Quibriance Devers 

Rebecca Dewey 
David Dillon

Myle Do 
Nina Do 

Jake Dodd 
Karen Dooms 

Michael Downing 
Tanisha Doyle

Khanh Duong 
Sergey Durshpek 

John Eaton 
Nichole Ehlinger 

Matthew Eisele 
Teresa Erhardt
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MMI

Crystal Essien 
Laura Ethen 
Lan Evers 
Chris Faust 
Nicolas Favorel 
Nathaniel Fear

Krista Finney 
Erik Flora 
Tara-Alexis Ford 
Whitney Forrester 
Danial Frye 
Bogdan Garbar

Michael Gardner 
Robert Gaskell 
Michael Gaspari-Grano 
Noel Gaudette 
Kimberly Gaul 
Matthew Googins

Nafie Gorman 
Matthew Gould 
Brandon Graham 
Tambra Grant 
Heidi Gredvig 
Shawndra Green

Brian Greenstreet 
Andrew Grenwalt 
ChristopherGrewell 
Kellie Griffiths
Megan Grove 
Marissa Guenther

Latasha Guy 
James Hall 
Courtney Hamilton 
Daniel Hancock 
Judd Hancock 
Laquisha Hankens

Anthony Hanson 
Amy Harmon 
Jayvin Harper 
Erik Harris
Christopher Harshman 
Joaquin Harvey

Karen Hattig 
Matthew Hayes 
Micah Heath 
Brian Hector 
Lindsey Helgerson 
Samuel Henry
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Freshmen Two Double “O '’ One Life!!! Freshmen

Why Choose Benson?
1 ©

S o m e  p eo p le  c o m e  to B en so n  b e ca u se  the ir  f r iends  are 
g o in g  here. S o m e  c o m e  b ecau se  they  d o n ’t like w hat  
o the r  schoo ls  have  to offer.  But w h a t  a ttracts  the majority 
o f  s tudents  to B en so n  is the tw o  p ro g ra m s  o f  m ajors .  
B enso n  has one  o f  the largest  and  bes t  p ro g ra m s  for 
m ajo rs  in the state o f  O regon .  W e  are a lso  the only  high 
school  in the city  o f  P o r t land  that acua l ly  has  a p rog ram  
w here  a m a jo r  is offered .  F rom  A rch i tec tu re  to Dentistry  
and  C o n s t ru c t io n  to C o m p u te r  S o f tw are ,  the list goes  on 
and  on. N o  m a t te r  w h a t  m a jo r  you  choose ,  you will 
rece ive  a lot o f  hands  on exper ience ,  and  th a t ’s the best 
w ay  to learn. A c tu a l ly  d o in g  the physica l  w ork  in the 
field is w h a t  p repares  you  to p u rsue  a ca ree r  in that 
occupa t ion .  Y ou  get  a h ead  start w ith  the p ro g ra m s  that 
are o ffe red  here  at B en so n  Po ly techn ic  H igh  School ,  and 
that  is the  pe rfec t  rea so n  to attend.

Jeremy Hepp 
Andrew Hill 
William Hill 

Quan Ho 
Quy Hoang 

Adrian Holden

Laneesha Holiday 
Lorin Holmes 
Mark Holmes 

Claire Houston 
Justin Howard 

Latoya Hudson

Sheridan Hurd 
Brittney Hurley 

Jonathan Hutchins 
Marcy Huwe 

Arthur Ice 
Allen Irving

Andre Jackson 
James Jacobsen 
Quonisha James 

Michelle Jeffords 
Geoffrey Johnson 
Michael Johnson

by C h r i s  R e y n o ld s  a n d  R y a n  Greenwood

JA \\

i \

Phillip Johnson 
Frederick Jones 

Roshaunda Jones 
Sarah Jones 

Shasta Jones 
Latoya Kamara
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Freshmen Two Double “O” One Life!!! Freshmen
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Lyla Kamimura 
Benjamin Kastine 
James Kearney 
Thai Khuu 
Jessica Kiefer 
Michael Kim

Shelly King 
Aaron Knisley 
Daniel Kolokolo 
Oksana Kozubenko 
Enrique Lalangan 
Dennis Lambert

Charles Laskey 
Casey Lawrence 
Robin Lawrence 
Jamika Lawson 
Wendy Layco 
Nichole Layton

Benny Lazo 
Hien Le 
Nhan Le 
Thuychin Le 
Tien Le 
Tram Le

Ian Leonard 
Luke Letourneux 
Mark Lewis 
Rachel Ley 
Danielle Lindquist 
Devin Lish

Lilamrta Logue 
Emily Lothman 
Haley Lovett 
Dennis Lowery 
Crystal Lowry 
Karin Lund

Ngoc Ly 
Michael Lyski 
Sergey Lyubchik 
Mac Maltase 
Christopher Marble 
Lashay Marion

Marcus Marion 
Nicole Mast 
Karen Mathews 
Dorn Matthews 
Natasha Matthews 
John Mcarthur
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It was only my second week of high school and I barely knew anyone in my communications 
class. This particular morning, for some reason, my alarm clock d idn ' t go off. When I finally woke 
up, I only had ten minutes to get ready. I had forgotten to do laundry the night before, so the only 
underwear that were clean were the ones I 've had since the second grade, or so it seemed. There 
were little holes all over them and the elastic was coming off. Thre was also this girly pastel flower 
pattern on them. Let’s just say they d idn 't  look like I bought them at V ictoria 's  Secret.

Eventually I got to school. About half way through class I got up to throw something away, and 
this guy I d idn 't  even know came up behind me and pulled my skirt down all the way to my ankles. 
I just stood there in shock, with my mouth wide open. Everyone was laughing, and pointing, because 
not only had my skirt come off, but my underwear was partially off  too, so my butt was hanging o u t ! 
I can 't  even tell you how embarassed I was. When I finally realized what had happened, I pulled 
up my skirt and started to laugh with embarassment. By then the whole class had more than enough 
time to see the full view. To tell you the truth, I think the boy who pulled it down was, for some 
reason J u s t  as embarassed as me. He probably d idn 't  think it would come all the way down. I don 't  
know what he, or anyone else was thinking, but I will never forget it as long as I live.

— Anonym ous

Richard Mccormack 
Luke Mcdonald 

Sean Mcgilvra 
Kevin Mcguire 

Sharitha Mckenzie 
Jessica Mcnicholas

Stewart Mcpeak 
Akeem Mcrae 
Colin Mecey 

Manuel Mena 
Jacob Mercer 

Addrianne Merritt

James Mesi 
Jaime Miller 
John Miller 

Khalid Miller 
Zachary Mills 

Tiffany Moller

Matthew Montgomery
Alicia Moore 
Mark Moore 

Olivia Morgan 
Elizabeth Munoz 

Michael Murdoch

Liam Nagy 
Adam Neil 

Tholanda Newborne 
Bobby Nguyen 

Hien Nguyen 
Hung Nguyen
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Freshmen Class of 2001

Nghia Nguyen 
Penny Nguyen 
Thanh Nguyen 
Thuy Nguyen 
Trieu Nguyen 
Tuan Nguyen

Vi Nguyen 
Angelica Nunez 
Mariontino Odighizuwa 
Adam Olson 
Mori Onick 
Ijoma Otti

Sanjay Pahalad 
Charles Parker 
Luke Parker 
Beth Parks 
Mayra Partida 
Deepesh Patel

Priti Patel 
Noah Patraw 
Joshua Patterson 
Jordan Pavlacky 
Carl Payment 
Daniel Persen

Annie Pham 
Huy Pham 
Lily Pham 
Ryan Phelps 
Natania Pillias 
Irlonda Poindexter

Joseph Pooschke 
Sean Porter 
Hannah Potter 
Robin Priest 
Vladimir Primachenko 
Nicole Probst

Wilhelmina Proby 
Brenda Ramos 
Tyler Reifer 
Ryan Reusser 
Sandra Reyes 
Timothy Rice

\

Reina Rich
Christopher Richmond 
Christopher Riley 
Lukas Risner 
Kennasha Roberson 
Ahmero Roberts

\
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The Freshmen Experience Class of 2001 Two Thousand One Life

The Pros and Cons

,a s v ^ v’”
d braceS-
W at\U°s

My
teachers 
were 
boring 
and the 
lunch was 
too short. 
-Freddy 
Jones-

was the

'Wssed
a s  I  cai

T h ere ’s too much homework, but that means
X

more education.
 -Sergey Durshpek- i

I t’s a lot better than Middle School. I 'm  having fun 
^  -Katie W e i s a n d t - ___________

by K a y in  T a l t o n

As we get older, we rem em ber things differ­
ently. Some o f  us can look back and laugh 
at some o f  the things we were upset about in 
the past. With this in mind, here are a few 
quotes from past and present Freshmen, 
concerning what they liked or disliked about 
their Freshmen experience.

Harrold Roberts 
Chistina Robideau 

Che Robinson 
Joann Robinson 

Princess Robinson 
Mychol Robirds

Correia Rouse 
Justin Rue 

James Sandberg 
Patrick Sanders 

Christopher Saunders
Ernest Scali

Andrew Schmunk 
Alyssa Schulbach 

Daniel Seabeck 
William Seiler 

Stephanie Serocki 
Eugena Shadduck

Bhima Shakya 
Chao Shen 

Lindsay Shervey 
Michelle Sines 

Avery Singleton 
Keith Slusher

Dishamica Smith 
Joshua Smith 
Aaron Snider 
Joshua Socha 

George Somics 
Kate Spaulding

) )
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The Freshmen Experience Class of 2001 Two Thousand One Life
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Cameron Spencer 
Desiree Stanton 
Brandy Stephens 
Tyler Stewart 
Christopher Stone 
David Streeter

Stephanie Streeter 
Anthony Sunseri 
Andrew Swalko 
Amanda Sweeden 
Lateashia Sykes 
Esther Taylor

Gregory Taylor 
Marquita Taylor 
Kristie Teeny 
Miguel Teifel 
Natalie Temores 
Dustin Test

Elliott Thomas 
Jennifer Thomas 
Keith Thompson 
Stephanie Thomsen 
Andrea Tinnon 
John Todd

Derek Tosh 
Deanna Tran 
Hanh Tran 
Michael Tran 
Roselisa Trang 
Anderson Truong

David Truong 
Beatrice Van 
Nakia Vercher 
Deashiane Vincent 
Thao Vu 
Tam Vuong

Ta-Shawntay Wade 
Joshua Wagner 
Constance Walsh 
Jeffrey Walton 
Matthew Warner 
Jake Warren

Serena Washington 
Amy Webb 
Matthew Webb 
Kathleen Weigandt 
Toshia Weitzel 
Elias Wendlick
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FRESHMENFRESHMENFRESHMENFRESHMENFRESHMENFRESHMEN

Let’s Get Off the Moms!
If your momma lived in caveman 
days, your daddy wouldn't use a 
club, he'd use a harpoon.

Your M omma’s so Dumb
-...she sits on the T.V. and watches the 
couch.
-...she tripped on a cordless phone.
-...she thinks serial killers put poison in 
your cornflakes.
-...she spent all night studying for a blood 
test, and failed.

Tell your m om  that Captain 
Ahab was looking for her.
She's not ugly compared to your granny.

I've seen nicer hair in my grandpa's 
nose than on your mom’s head.

Your M omma’s so Fat
-...she has more rolls than Franz 
-...when she tried to climb the

-...the phone company gave her 
her own area code.
-...she sweats butter.
-...her shoes smile when she 
takes them off.

She’s so old her wig has a receding hair-line. C(jrb it took her tWQ tries

Your m om m a's  so ugly, she’s OOgly.
She's so old she went to an auction and TWO 
people bid on her.

Your m om  has the face only a 
mother gorilla could love.

Sean Wiederhold 
Steven Wilkinson 
Angela Williams 
Ashley Williams 
Misao Williams 

Aleah Wilson

Michael Wilson 
Kennedy Wohler 

David Wong 
Kip Wong 

Laura Wright 
Jeremy Wyatt

Your M omm a’s Mouth
-Her teeth are like the stars, they 
come out at night.
-She has so many cavities she 
talks with an echo.
-Your m om m a goes to the dentist 
twice a year, once for each tooth. 
-Her lips are so big Chapstick 
came out with a spray.
-Her breath is so bad you gotta 
feed her with a sling-shot.

c o m p i l e d  by M a r c - D a n i e l  D o m o n d

Joshua Young 
Andrew Zimmerman 
Camron Zittenfield

>•

What Ever Happened To...

The Kid & Play

>. % ■

The
Reebok

$ £>
The Cabbage Patch

The Running Man

The
Roger

Rabbit

° 6

T he 3 ordan
O Co

96 c o m p i l e d  by J e n n i f e r  Bray



N ot Pictured
Joshua Meyers  
Richard Motes  
Doan Nguyen  
Nga Nguyen  
Timothy Nieto  
Kalvin Ransom  
Jason Rogers  
R achediaR oss  
Joseph Selinger  
Alan Sinner 
Joshua Staples  
Andrew Stauffer  
Ngum  Suh 
T uan T ran 
Johnny Trujillo 
Long Truong  
Minh Truong  
Toan Van  
Tomas Vicente  
Jr Waller  
Aushwol W estley  
Frank Williams  
Lanesia Williams  
Sanoba W ilson  
Andrew W o lf f  
Crystal Zander

Ryan Allen  
Christopher Barrett 
NakeishaBell  
Jesse Bise  
Bounvilay Bounma  
Shirley Broussard  
Mary Buckler  
Philip Buckler  
Shatoya Burns 
Amphaiy Chayathivong  
Kayla Clark 
Vyacheslav  Dezhnyuk  
John Edel 
Heidi Edwards  
Marquita Eubanks 
Terenie Faison 
Nicholas French 
Jennifer Gill 
Steven Harrison 
D uong Ho  
Robert Hubbard 
Christina Jackson  
Danielle Kribs 
Mervin Lee 
T yesh aM cco l  
Jesse Mcintire

Back in the Day We Used to Play Simon Says

Pac Man
Tiddley Winks

Hide and 
Go Seek

C onnect 
The Dots

Chutes and Ladders Duck,

Hop Scotch
Go Fish

Mother May I
N.E.S.

Four Square

Hungry,
Hungry,
Hippo

Cartoon Tag
Red Light, Green Light

Duck,

Uno Atari Goose
H e ad s  U p  7 U p

Fart Touch
Old Maid

Red Rover
See  and  Say Dodge Ball Candy Land

Memory Sorry
T eather  Ball c o m p i l e d  by J e n n i f e r  Bray 97



The World of Athletics

/ /

The great New York Yankee, Mickey Mantle, once said,
A team is where a boy goes to prove his courage on his 

own. A gang is where he goes to hide."
Most children learn the importance of working together 

on a team. It is where they first learn to cooperate with 
other people, develop athletic and social skills, and are in­
troduced to failure, preparing them for the game of life.
Not only that, it is where their dreams begin.

Thoughts of making it to the big leagues and playing 
with their favorite athletes run wild through children's 
heads. Some kids will devote all their time to practicing 
their jump shot or curve ball and not bother with school 
work. They don't see the need, because they are going to 
be earning millions of dollars after they are taken #1 in the 
draft. Unfortunately, most of the dreams will not become 
reality, and those who chose sports over school won't have 
anything to show for the past 12 years. This doesn't mean 
everyone should just give up. It means people must realize 
that sports without an education is a long shot.

Benson's sports program demonstrated that philosophy 
this year. There was a commitment to education through­
out the season for all sports. Study tables in the evening 
and minimum GPA requirements insured that the athletes 
strived to meet their maximum potentials. Being a scholar- 
athlete is truly a recognizable accomplishment.

by Ryan G reenw ood
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Juantiyeh Morris, C ’rel McAllister, and Antoinette Delaney spot 
Larissa Estes and demonstrate the epitome of teamwork.



Lady Tech
Volleyball 1997

The 1997 season was great, losing only one of their 18
The Varsity team made it to 
state, and the J.V. and Fresh­
men teams were not far be­
hind. This year was a major 
jump for the J.V. team, win­
ning 85% of their games. By 
far, the Freshmen team had 
the most success this season

games. Head coach Linda 
McLellan claims that this is 
one of the better years she has 
had at Benson. This year’s 
seniors will leave Tech vol­
leyball having had an excel­
lent season.

by A sh ley  Ries

Above: Sophomore Crystal Imes spikes the ball 
over the net. A Cleveland W arrior is ready to 
block, as the referee stands in amazement.

Varsity  B enson  O p p o n en t

Ft. V ane . 1 9

Marsha l l 2 0
Lincoln 0 2

Frankl in 2 1
Rooseve l t 0 2

Rooseve l t 2 1
Linco ln 1 2

Grant 9 1
M a d i s o n 0 9

a—

Je f fe r so n 9 0
Grant 2 0
Wilson 0 9

Je f fe rson 2 0
Wilson 1 2

Cleveland 9 0
Cleve land 2 0
Frankl in 0 1

Marshal l 2 0
M a d iso n 2 0
Centennial 0 2

W o n :  11 L o s t : 9

J .V .

F T .V a n e .
M arsha l l
Lincoln
Frank l in
R ooseve l t
R ooseve l t
Lincoln
Grant
Madison
Jefferson
Grant
W ilson
Jefferson
W ilson
C leve land
C leve land
Franklin
M arsha l l
M a d i s o n

B enson  O p p o n en t

1
1
2
2
2
1
2
2
2
9
9

1
2

1
2
1
2 
2 
i

2
2
1
0
1
2

1
0
0
0
0
2
0
2
0
0
0
0
0

Above: Tech Volleyballers congratulate each other in a 
team cheer.

Right:
Alisha Davis

W o n :  1 4  L o s t :  5

Bottom row: Ashleigh Weitzel, Michelle Patterson, Julie
Brokaw. Middle row: Ashley Ries, Erica Tucker, Tiffany
Erhardt, Tara Crest. Top Row: Coach Dennis Carline. Kim
Hattig, Chelsea Brooks, Jessica Winkle, Dana Lui, Adel 
Pham.



Bottom row: Jaime 
Perkins. Esther 
Taylor. Catherine 
Trinh. Crystal Imes 
Middle row:
Amanda Johnston. 
Wendy Barnes. Nelly 
Park. Michelle 
Patterson 
Top row: Coach 
Linda McLellan. Lan 
Evers, Diana Evers. 
Courtney Hamilton. 
Awenlue Kante. 
Jessica Downs

Tribute to Alisha Davis

This year’s returning volleyball players had one motivation, and that was to win for Alisha. She was one ot the 
varsity’s star players last year, and she still managed to keep a 4.0 grade average. Alisha came to Benson her treshmen 
year only knowing her best friend Ashley and her father. Moses Davis, one o f  the electronics teachers. By the middle of 
the year, because of her great personality, everyone who knew of her loved her. Alisha blossomed into a beautiful young
woman, who had plenty o f  time and love for those who needed it.

Unfortunately, Alisha w asn ’t able to finish her freshmen year, because she suffered an asthma attack and died on May
7, 1997, leaving all her new friends, best friend, and most of all her loving family behind to deal with her loss.

Alisha was a great person, with a great smile, and she will always be loved and missed by everyone at Benson.
Love always to Alisha and her family.

By Ashley Ries and the 1996 Tech Volleyball team

F r e sh m e n  B en so n  O p p o n en t

Ft .  V a n e . 2 1
M a r s h a l l 2 1
L i n c o l n 2 1
F r a n k l i n 2

0
R o o s e v e l t 2

0

R o o s e v e l t 2
0

L i n c o l n 0 2 I

G r a n t 2
0

J e f f e r s o n 2
°

M a d i s o n 2
°

G r a n t 2
0

W i l s o n 2
°

W i l s o n 7
0

C l e v e l a n d 2
°

C l e v e l a n d 2
0

F r a n k l i n 9
°

M a r s h a l l 2
0

M a d i s o n 2
0

W o n : 17 L o s t :  1

Bottom row: Nicole Probst, Shelly King. Karen Hattig. 
Middle row: Karen Mathews, Tam ar Barnes, Laura 
Wright, Desiree Stanton, Emily Lothman.
Top row: Coach Katie Meyer, Hanh Tran, Tram Le, 
Teresa Chan, Beatrice Van. W endy Layco.

Thanks to a great hit by Senior 
Diana Evers, a Cleveland 
Warriormisses another block.



S occer
’Bout it

Boys Soccer Makes Impact At State

T his  y e a r ’s b o y s ’ so cce r  te a m  w as  p h e n o m e n a l .
F o r  the first t im e  in 16 y ea rs  th ey  m a d e  it to the  state  

p layoffs .  H a l f  the p layers  w e r n ’t e v e n  b o rn  b a c k  then!!
B efo re  this year, the B e n so n  so c c e r  te a m  w as  a lw ay s  

o v e rsh a d o w e d  by  the foo tball  te am  . T h is  year, h o w ­
ever, b e c a u se  o f  new  u n ifo rm s  an d  a s t ro n g  d e te r m in a ­
tion  to f ina l ly  b re a k  out,  they  m a d e  it.

At the  b e g in n in g  o f  the  season ,  the  t e a m ’s cap ta in  
T un de  S o b o m e h in  a sk e d  o n e  q u es t io n .  H e  asked ,
“W h a t  is this  t e a m ’s g o a l? ” E v e ry o n e  s e e m e d  to have  
the sam e  idea. T h e y  all w a n te d  to g o  to state.

T h e  team  d id  ju s t  that,  o u tp la y in g  the ir  o p p o n e n ts  
and  f ind ing  a spo t in the  p lay o ffs  on  D e l ta  P a r k ’s b ra n d  
n ew  O n e  M il l ion  D o l la r  field.

A t  state, the te am  p la y e d  one  o f  its bes t  g a m e s  o f  the 
season , h o ld in g  S h e ld o n  to o n ly  one  goal.  T h e  f ina l  20  
m in u te s  o f  the g a m e  w ere  d o m in a te d  by  the  T e c h m e n ,  
w h o  la u n c h e d  a fe ro c io u s  a t tack  on  the  o p p o n e n t ’s 
goal bu t  fa i led  to connec t .

W h e n  it w as  all over, there  w ere  tea rs  o f  jo y  and  
defeat.  F o r  all those  w h o  c a m e  an d  su p p o r te d  the team , 
there  w as  no th in g  but g ra t i tud e  fo r  th e ir  efforts .

Above: Senior Shane Bachman (#7) avoids defenders in
order to advance the ball upfield.

V a r s i t y  B o y s
B e n so n  O pp.

C e n tu r y 2 0
A loh a 1 1
P ark rose 1 0
S a n d y 1 1
F orest  G r o v e 2 1
F ranklin 1 0
C leve lan d 0 2
L incoln 4 1
M a d iso n 2 1
R ooseve lt 3 1
W ilson 1 5
Grant 0 3
Jefferson 6 0
M arshall 7 0
S ta te  P layoffs:
S h e ld o n 0 1

W ins:  9 L o sses :4  T ies:2

V a rs ity  G ir ls  
B en so n Opp.

M ilw a u k ie 2 9
D avid  D o u g la s 0 1
C e n tu r y 2 1
S u n se t 0 3
H illsboro 0 7
F ranklin 0 2
C leve lan d 0 10
L incoln 0 8
M a d iso n 1 4
R ooseve lt 4 0
W ilson 0 5
G rant 0 5
Jefferson 1 0
M arsha ll 0 2
W in s:  3 L osses:  11 Ties: 0

by Marc- Daniel Domond

J . V .  B O Y S  -  F r o n t  R o w :
T y le r  S t e w a r t ,  Rob in  
P rea to r ,  D an ie l  Ruiz ,  K idus  
Y a r e d ,  K e n n e th  A d e w o l a .  
S e c o n d  R o w :  C o a c h  S teve  
D u b e r v a c ,  S e a n  B ax te r ,  
O b e n a  Ott i ,  L u k e  
L e t o u r n e u x ,  J a r e d  
F r e e m a n ,  E m m a n u e l  Botez .  
Kev in  M e c h l in g ,  Bill 
Du l l in ,  A d a m  Best .

F R E S H M E N  B O Y S  -  
F r o n t  R o w :  Dan Person .  
C h ad  Laskey ,  T ien  Le, Dan  
Seabeck ,  Paul C ounc i l ,  Ben 
Kast ine .  M ac  M al ta se  
S e c o n d  R o w :  C o a c h  M ike  
M ech l ing .  C h a d  Parker ,  Jon 
H u tch ins .  A d a m  Bush .  Z a ch  
C ross ,  M ichae l  W ilson .  
S t e v e n  A d k i n s o n .  
A n d r e w Z i m  m e r m a n ,  B r i a n  
G reens tee t ,  Sean  Por ter

V A R S I T Y '  B O Y S  -- F r o n t  R o w :  L u a n  Vu,  Josh  L o n g ,  J .D  Boyd ,
T u n d e  S o b o m e h i n ,  M a r c - D a n ie l  D o m o n d ,  D ev in  O ’ne i l ,  J a m e s ,  J a m e s  
Bames .  S e c o n d  R o w :  S h a n e  B a c h m a n .  J o h n a t h a n  W o n g ,  M a s o n
Bib les .  D e l e '  S o b o m e h i n ,  N a th a n  Bib les ,  D e r i c k  T h o m p s o n ,  C h r i s  
M a c h a d o ,  S e a n  Evans ,  Er ic  W'iley, C o a c h  D av id  A n d e r so n .
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Above: Senior Tunde Sobomehin (#11) gears up to
take a shot at the goal.

Below: Varsity goalie Derrick Thompson (# 12) cradles
the ball after an acrobatic save.

*
i r

It’s About The Attitude
Girls Persevere Despite Disappointments

This year’s Girls Varsity Soccer team was young 
and deep in spirit.

W hen they put all the pieces together, they car­
ried a potent punch. Many times, however, they 
d idn’t finish on the winning end, which kept 
confidence and morale down.

The girls’ team was plagued by injuries, sickness, 
and suspensions, but they always seemed to work 
things out and maintain a positive attitude.

Although this team is losing three superstar 
seniors to graduation, look for the remaining play­
ers to shine for seasons to come.

by Marc-Daniel Domond

‘ ARSITY G I R L S  — F r o n t  R o w :  A b b y  Love t t ,  E m m a  S tevenson ,  A m a n d a
Mutevoss, C la r i ssa  Lui .  S e c o n d  R o w :  M a r y u m  D a w a n ,  J en n y  Beal ,  Mori  Onick ,  
'essica Bauer,  Jill L a v en d e u r ,  R oche l le  Jackson .  T h i r d  R o w :  Lar i s sa  Estes ,  O m a l in a  
)rack. F o u r t h  R o w :  Kara  N a t h m a n ,  A l ic ia  Riddle ,  Jul ie  Forton.

J . V  G I R L S  — F r o n t  R o w :  K ennedy ,  L indsy  Serve ,  Lesl ie
W e n z in g e r ,  T a ra  Ford ,  Ha ley  Love t t ,  S ha r i tha  M ckenz ie ,  
Katie, B a c k  R o w :  Les l ie  Huth .  Elly H iggins ,  L ibby  G lynn ,
N oe l l e  D enn is ,  L a u ra  E thcn ,  L indsey  M elge rn ,  A dr ie n n e  
W alke r .  Jane  W o n g ,  C o a c h  Leo  M o la r



Cross Country
A Year to Remember

Y o u ' v e  h e a r d  
o f  th e  “ r u n n e r ' s  
h i g h , "  the  a f te r -  
m a t h  o f  e n e r g y  
f o l l o w i n g  y o u r  
run. A f te r  you  get 
in shape ,  running  
C r o s s C o u n t r y  will 
he lp  p ro v id e  e x ­
tra energy  for the 
day.  It gets  that 
e n e r g y  a c t i v a t e d  
a n d  c a u s e s  it to 
k eep  going.

C ro s s  C o u n t r y  
is the  o u t l e t  fo r  
y o u r  power .  Just  
p lug  it in and  out 
c o m e s  ene rgy .

T h i s  y e a r  o u r  
t e a m  d i m i n i s h e d  
in num bers .  W h a t  
w e  n e e d e d  w a s  
m ore  people .  To  
m ak e  a team  you 
need  p layers .  If 
you w o u ld  like to 
be part  o f  a great  
r u n n i n g  e x p e r i ­
ence ,  p lease  com e  
a n d  le t  t h i s  be  
y o u r  inspira t ion .

by Fel ic ia  Kil l ian

Cross  Country  is an exper ience  that you will never  forget.
C ross -C oun try  is the sport  o f  s t rength,  endurance ,  s tamina ,  c o n ­

fidence and running.  All o f  these a t t r ibutes  are put toge ther  into one  
art. As the M V P  o f  the g i r l s ’ team, I can say that in o rde r  to be 
successful ,  you have to m a k e  a c o m m i tm e n t  to this sport  and  enjoy  

it.
Running  is like no o ther  sport ,  but it is present  in a lm ost  all sports.  

It helps you learn p rope r  b rea th ing  tech n iq u es ,  d e v e lo p  m uscle ,  
reduce body-fat ,  and most  o f  all, it p ro m o tes  physical  and  mental  
f i tness.

Front Row: Rebecca Gilson, Luke Hotchkiss, Robert Stephens, Liz Candello 
Second Row: Felicia Killian, Will Vollsteadt, Nafie Gorman, Sara Parker, 
Jessica Watkins Third Row: Greg Mouchka, Clark Wachsmuth, Drew 
Grenawalt, Coach Gerber, Jeff Schoonover, Nathan Harrower, David Comer 
Not in photo: Carl Koester, Mike Downing

Below: B oy ’s MVP, Will 
Vollstedt, is warming up 
before a big meet at Grant.

Leaaue Standings

1) Lincoln 9-0
2) Grant 8-1
3) Marshall 6-3
3) Wilson 6-3
5) Benson 5-4
5) Cleveland 5-4
7) Franklin 3-6
8) Madison 2-7
9) Roosevelt 1-8

10) Jefferson 0-9

V arsity  B oys
B en son  O p p o n e n t

M arshall 42 38
C leve land 42 46
Lincoln 61 27
Grant 61 44
H ood  River
Invitational 7th out o f  11 tea m s

W ilson 33 29
R oosevelt 33 80
Jefferson 33 inc
C h a m p o e g
Invitational 4th  out o f  8 team s
M a d iso n 21 79
Franklin 21 36
PIL 5 way
n on -cou n ter 3rd out o f  5 team s
District M eet 6th  out o f  10 team s
-W ill V ollstedt f in ished  77th  out o f  150
run ners  at the S tate  M eet-

Varsity Boys 
League Record: 

5 Wins 
4 Losses 

Season Record: 
15 Wins 

15 Losses

Team Awards
Will Vollstdet

MVP 
First Team All City

Greg Mouchka
Most Inspirational

Clark Wachsmuth
Most Dedicated

Jeff Schoonover
Most Improved



Left: F e l i c i a  K i l l i a n .  S a ra  
Parker  and Rebecca  Gilson are 
p um p ed  and ready to run at a 
meet  with Grant,  Franklin and 
W ilson .

Bottom  Left: Liz Candello .  
R ebecca  Gilson,  Jessica 
W atk ins ,  and Sara Parker  
are s tre tching out while 
their  t eam m ates  relax.

Below: Senior  Felicia Killian 
w on  the Girls  M V P  award  and 
is show ing  us why.

Team Awards
Felicia Killian

MVP 
First Team All City

Sara Parker
Most Inspirational

Jessica Watkins
Most Dedicated

Liz Candello
Most Improved

Varsity Girls 
League Record 

1 Win 
8 Losses 

Season Record: 
1 Win 

27 Losses

V arsity  G irls
B enson  O p p o n en t

M arshall inc no team
Cleveland inc 15
Lincoln inc 24
Grant inc 31
Hood River
Invitational inc out o f  11 team s

W ilson inc 26
Roosevelt inc inc
Jefferson inc inc
C h a m p o e g
Invitational inc out o f  8 team s
M a d iso n 40 inc
Franklin 40 20
P I L 5 way
non -cou n ter inc out o f  5 team s
District Meet 6th out o f  9 team s
-Felicia  Killian f in ished 73rd out o f  148
run ners  at the S tate  M eet-

League Standings

1) Lincoln 9-0
2) Grant 8-1
3) Franklin 7-2
4) Wilson 6-3
5) Cleveland 5-4
6) Benson 3-6
7) Marshall 0-9
7) Madison 0-9
7) Roosevelt 0-9
7) Jefferson 0-9



Coming off a 7-2 season in 1996, literally inches away from the PIL 
championship, high hopes and expectations were set tor the 1997 
Benson football team. With a number of  key returning starters, and a 
solid core of talented underclassmen making the jump to varsity, there 
was no question that the Techmen would be a contender for the title of
No. 1 team in Portland.

After a solid performance at the Jamboree, it appeared as though the 
Techmen had the talent and determination to accomplish their goals.
The season opener took place at Madison and within the first minute of 
the contest, star running back Leon Holliday suffered a broken arm that 
sidelined him for the whole season. A significant amount of adversity 
set in, yet other players were able to step up. They succeded in rising to 
the challenge, winning the first two games against Madison and 
Jefferson by a combined score of  52-12.

Suffering only two losses, to Franklin and Grant, the Techmen 
finished 2nd behind the undefeated Generals. Their incredible desire was 
demonstrated in four comeback victories, including a triple-overtime 
win against Roosevelt. Benson went on to lose in the first round of the 
playoffs to the Reynolds Raiders, yet overall the 1997 season was one of  
success and achievement.

Above: Lineman Ryan Barrett lays down a lead 
block for ball carrier Devon Saahir.

Above: RB Jimi Henderson gains a few yards before being tackled.

G a m e  p h o to s  by J e a n e t t e  P e l s te r  a n d  Phi Lai
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Varsity

PIL Benson O pp.

M a d iso n 27 6
Jefferson 27 6
Franklin 13 20
C leveland 39 18
M arshall 45 20
Roosevelt 26 20
G rant 6 35
Lincoln 34 25
W ilson 24 6
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J u n io r  V arsity

PIL B en son Opp.

F ran k lin 6 38
F ranklin 26 58
Ft. V a n c o u v e r 12 21
M arsh a ll 20 22
R ooseve lt 14 6
G ran t 8 20
L incoln 6 35
W ilson 6 38

F i r s t  R o w :  Wil l  J o h n s o n ,  M ik e  S ing le ton ,  D a u l to n  H u s b a n d ,  J .R.  W a l le r ,  N a th a n  O lsen .  M ik e  
Harb ick ,  R y a n  Sharp ,  R y an  M a d a r i s ,  Matt  G ro v e ,  U n k n o w n ,  Br ian  J a c o b s o n .  S e c o n d  R o w :  Joe  
P a y n e ,  K eon i  M c M a h o n ,  R y a n  M a n n i n g ,  D e v o n  S a a h i r ,  A n t h o n y  H u t c h i n s o n ,  M a t t  M a n le y ,  
A aron  Y anz ick ,  L eon  Hol l iday ,  C h r i s  S u t ton ,  Jon  T h o m a s ,  M ik e  S p e n c e r .  J o e y  Tsa i .  T h i r d  R o w :  
Joe  Beer ,  N ick  Q ua le ,  B a s h o n e  J o h n s o n ,  C o a c h  L e m o n .  C o a c h  M c S w a i n ,  C o a c h  M c N e i l ,  H ea d  
C o a c h  Dresse l ,  C o a c h  Hui ,  C o a c h  Sunser i .  D av id  H a m l i to n ,  D o c  B enne t t ,  Paul  A sana .  F o u r t h  
R o w :  J .R.  Sca les ,  C h r i s  R e y n o ld s ,  L ee  H eys ,  M ik e  D oz ie r ,  A n t i ju a n  T o lbe r t ,  O m a r i  Jones .  Rober t  
O seas ,  Darry l  D e M a r i s ,  Kerry W a tk in s .  F i f t h  R o w :  C o d y  W ise .  Br ian  W a t s o n ,  T e r r y  W a l k e r  III, 
Ben Pe is te i ,  Brent  M cA l l i s te r ,  A a ro n  T ay lo r ,  A.J .  Sp l ie thof .  A n t h o n y  Bunt je r ,  J imi  H e n d e r s o n .  
S i x t h  R o w :  Dev in  M c C o m b ,  Joe  H a m m o n d ,  Bill Fa ir ly ,  B ra n d o n  S c h e v e in ,  D a n n y  G arn e r ,  R yan
Barret t .  Pat Bern ier .  Matt  Dil l ion .



Top Left: J.R. Waller cuts back at 
the line of scrimage looking for a 
hole to run through.

Bottom Left: Jimi Henderson 
levels a Grant ball carrier.

Above: Coach Dressel watches 
as the play unfolds on the field.

All-City Winners
Chris Sutton, QB/CB 
Danny Garner, OL 
Devon Saahir, RB 
Kerry Watkins, DE 
JR.  Scales, DL 
Bill Fairly, LB 
Antjuan Tolbert, WR

Benson Statistical Leaders
Passing- Chris Sutton, 993 yards
Rushing- Devon Saahir, 693 yards
Receiving- J.R. Waller, 243 yards and
17 receptions
Sacks- Kerry Watkins, 8
Fumble Recoveries- Tiny Husband, 3

F r o n t  R o w :  M ich a e l  Lysk i ,  M a d i s o n  C ease r ,  N a than  Fear .  R y an  Al len ,  T y le r  
Rel fer ,  A d a m  Neil ,  Al len S rm nje r ,  Flung N guyen .  S e c o n d  R o w :  J a c o b  Mercer ,  
Jo aqu in  Flarvey.  J au in  Harper ,  C o a c h  Hui ,  C o a c h  W al le r ,  C o a c h  Kel ly ,  Daniel  
K o loko lo ,  M a rc u s  M av ion ,  G e o r g e  Som ics .  T h i r d  R o w :  D en n i s  L a m b e r t ,  M ark  
M o o r e .  J o s h  Y o u n g ,  L u k e  P a r k e r .  M i c h a e l  J o h n s o n ,  D a n i a l  F ry r ,  P a t r i c k  
S a n d e r s ,  C h r i s  S n a d e r s ,  A n d y B u c k ,  Q u i b r a n c e  D e u e r s .  F o u r t h  R o w :  Wil l  
Se i le r ,  M y c h o l  R o b i rd s ,  J e f f  W a l to n ,  Josh  P a t t e r so n ,  D a v id  A r v e s e n ,  C h r i s  
Barret t .  D ar ren  C o o p e r ,  J o h n n y ,  Ian Lenard ,  C a s e y  C ou l ta s ,  D av id  Dil lon.  N o t  
P i c t u r e d :  M at t  W e b b ,  D a n n y  S eab ec k ,  Jess ie  M c ln t i r e ,  T i m  Rice.

Freshmen

PIL Benson O pp.

G la d sto n e 8 46
C la c k a m a s 14 26
Franklin 20 0
C leveland 38 12
M arshall 22 14
Roosevelt 0 20
Grant 6 32
Lincoln 24 22
W ilson 0 0



Women ’ s B asketball
A Tough Season for the Techsters

It was a tough season for these Techsters. 
This year their coach, Dennis Carline, made it 
clear to all his players that a 2.66 GPA was 
needed to stay a part o f  the team, making this 
their number one goal .

This year, like those in the past, every eligible 
girl tried out for the team. Anxiety rushes 
though every girl’s veins as they wait to find out 
if they are one of those lucky few that make it. 
That is only the first step. Once the team has 
been chosen, they go through several weeks of 
conditioning and training. Positions are given, 
and the team is ready to play.

Even though the M e n ’s Basketball team took 
the spotlight from these athletic girls, the Lady 
Techsters displayed a season full of  endurance, 
accumulating 17 wins and only 8 losses. W in ­
ning a close game against Lincoln in double­
overtime helped increase their confidence for the 
final three games of the season. Taking 3rd 
place in the PIL gave them a ticket to the state 
playoffs where, unfortunately, they suffered a 
close loss to Willamette in the second round.

Maybe next year the Lady Techsters will steal 
the spotlight in the sport Benson is known for, 
basketball.

PIL  S ta n d in g s
W in s  Losses

Jefferson 15 3
W ilson 14 4
B en son 13 5
L incoln 12 6
G rant 11 7
F ranklin 10 8

S eason  R ecord  
W ins:  13 L osses :5

Team Awards 
Shekinah Brazzle 

-M.V.P.- 
Patrice Middleton 
-Most Improved- 
Jill Laverdure 
-Best Defender- 

Michelle Vickery 
-Coaches Award-

State  T o u rn a m en t

B enson  O pp.  
W illamette 68 75

W o m e n 's  V arsity
B en son  O pp.

G resh a m 50 57
C en tenn ia l 58 36
T u a la t in 81 66
M arshall 60 40
Grant 58 39
M a d iso n 77 35
H ood R iver 34 65
Dalles 43 38
T a sm a n ia 62 67
Roosevelt 63 37
Lincoln 50 79
Franklin 71 39

W o m e n 's  V arsity
B en son  O pp.

W ilson 73 52
C leve land 70 36
M arshall 74 35
Jefferson 31 62
Grant 34 35
Jefferson 44 81
M a d iso n 57 39
Roosevelt 71 31
Lincoln 74 71
Franklin 65 36
W ilson 33 44
C leveland 43 37



All League 
1st Team

Craig Lewis 
Ben Coffee 

Terrance Green 
2nd Team  

Boomer Brazzle 
All Tournament 

1st Team  
Craig Lewis 
Ben Coffee

P IL  S ta n d in g s
W in s  Losses

B enson 18 0
Jefferson 13 5
W ilson 11 7
C leve lan d 11 7
R ooseve lt 9 9
G rant 8 10
L incoln 7 11
Franklin 6 12
M a d iso n 6 12
M arshall 0 18

S eason  R ecord  
W ins: 26 L osses:2

Front Row: Lyna McKininn, Leon Holiday, Jamie Otfia, Terrance 
Green, Phil Graham, Robert Day, Craig Lewis, Hakim Hasan, Tunde 

Sobomehin Back Row: Boomer Brazzle, Ben Coffee, Coach Pat 
Strickland. Coach Mike Lewis, Coach Lono Waiwaiole, Head Coach 

Don Emry, Asst Coach Troy Berry, Asst Coach Mike Pierce, Jon
Tinnon, Ryan Marquez.

Men’s Basketball
A Season To Remember

After a disappointing season in "97, being knocked out of 
the playoffs in the first round, the Benson Techmen basketball 
team looked to retaliate in '98. With the entire starting lineup 
returning and a year o f  maturity under their belts, the 
Techmen were favored to finish first in their conference and 
be a dominant force in the state playoffs. The Techmen 
surprised few as they proceeded to take the PIL by storm.
They finished the season with an undefeated record. Some of 
their victories were by up to 77 points! Led by seniors Tunde 
Sobomehin, Leon Holiday and Craig Lewis, Benson dem on­
strated it was one of the most talented teams in the state. After 
suffering a big loss when sophomore Robert Day injured an 
ankle midway through the season, there was no doubt the 
team would have to raise it up a notch.

Their quest to be O regon’s finest began at the Memorial 
Coliseum against the Reynolds Raiders. Although a solid 
squad, the Raiders proved no match for Benson, and the 
Techmen went on to win convicingly. Two more huge 
victories over Jesuit and the # 1 ranked Churchill Lancers gave 
Benson an invitation to their sixth state championship game. 
They faced the Beaverton Beavers. Unfortunately, it seemed 
as though all the T echm en’s intensity was left at the Coliseum, 
and Beaverton was crowned champion.

“We still had a great season,” stated 1 st Team All-Tourna- 
ment selection Craig Lewis. “Going undefeated is still a great 
accomplishment and we have nothing to be ashamed of. We 
just fell a little short.”

Although the Techmen did fall just short of their goal, they 
represented their school, and Portland, with class, dignity, 
desire and, of course, talent.

by Kerry Watkins

Team Awards 
Ben Coffee 

-M.V.P.- 
Tunde Sobomehin 
Most Inspirational 

Craig Lewis 
-Best Defender- 

Leon Holiday 
-Team Captain-

State  T o u r n a m e n t
B en son  O pp.

R ey n o ld s 76 48
Jesuit 72 71
C hurchil l 58 45

C h a m p io n sh ip  G a m e
B eaverton 59 70

M e n 's  V arsity%/
B enson O pp.

W est  Linn 50 48
G lencoe 68 58
Grant 82 70
M a d iso n 67 58
T o rrey  Pines 56 44
C hurchil l 44 61
N. E u gen e 79 48
W est  Linn 70 58
T a sm a n ia  H eat 106 50
Roosevelt 90 54
L incoln 109 87
Franklin 103 51
W ilson 67 57
C leveland 98 84
M arshall 83 46
Jefferson 72 66
Grant 83 71
M ad ison 93 60
Roosevelt 79 58
Lincoln 92 62
Franklin 86 73
Cleveland 102 61
M arshall 112 35
Jefferson 71 63
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Wrestling
The Unresistable Urge to Stick Some 
Guy's Head Through a 2-Inch Mat

This year. Coach 
Mechling's high hopes paid 
off with another PIL Champi­
onship for Benson. Taking 
the tournament by over 40 
points, Benson proved it was 
the team to beat, and it plans 
to stay that way. Only six 
senior wrestlers were in the 
line-up this year, with Morgan 
Jones (140) and Joe Mauck 
(145) as team captains. Dan 
Lankow (140), Anthony 
Buntjer (152), A.J. Spliethof 
(189), and Doc Bennett (215) 
also helped lead an incredible 
junior, sophomore, and 
freshmen turnout. With over 
80 wrestlers this year, Benson 
had some amazing depth to its 
line-up often taking 1st and 
2nd in many weight classes.

Although favored for an 
undefeated dual-meet record, 
Benson finished second. Not 
to be outdone, however, 
Benson wrestled Dallas, and 
amazed everyone with a close 
victory. Also contributing to 
the spotlight was Benson’s

first home tournament victory. 
The Techman followed their 
great regular season by 
sending 11 wrestlers to state, 
their most ever, and more than 
any other PIL school.

When you are dedicated, or 
even sometimes when you are 
not, wrestling is undoubtedly 
the most physical and strenu­
ous sport. Wrestling demands 
that you use every muscle you 
never knew existed. It re­
quires an incredible amount of 
discipline, and it builds 
character. One-on-one, skill- 
aginst-skill, muscle-versus- 
muscle. Two sweaty bodies, 
exhausted to their limits, 
heaving, straining, exerting a 
strength they never thought 
obtainable. You are driven for 
domination, possibly defeat, 
but never failure. A failure is 
one who has given up, or has 
not learned from defeat. 
Wrestling tests your limits. It 
pushes you. It is a sport that 
molds you into a better 
person.

Below: Junior Ryan Barrett stares 
down his opponent gaining a slight 

but important advantage.

Above: Freshman Jeff Walton 
makes sure he wins his match 
using both an arm and a leg.

I

Top: Adam Clayton, Wil Seiler, Scott Chirgwin, Danial Frye, David 
Streeter Middle: Coach Hui, Chris Barrett, David Arvesen, Adam 
Bush, John Eaton, Jeff Walton, Coach Waller Bottom: Lakisha Brock, 
Adam Neil, Chad Laskey, Andrew Buck, Hung Nguyen, Hannah Potter.

Top: Jeff Walton, Coach Hiu, Coach Mechling, Coach Waller, Dan 
Lankow Middle: Keoni McMahon, Joel Hays, A.J. Spliethof, Josh 
Priest, Devon McComb, Jered Freeman Bottom: Visna Sous, Will 
Vollstedt, Eric Gibb, Scott Chirgwin, Erik Vingelin.
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T E A M  A W A R D S
Joe Mauek: Varsity MVP, Most Inspirational Anthony Buntjer: JV MVP 

Joe Selinger: Freshman MVP Brian Ardito: Most Improved



Left: Senior Morgan Above: Sophomore Will
Jones takes a breather Vollstedt (top) prepares to pin his 

after a long match. opponent on the referee’s mark.

Right: Junior 
Chris Leben 

focuses while 
taking 

position.

Left: Junior 
Brett McAllister 

(top) relies on 
his upper body 

strength to 
prevail as the 

winner.

Top: Joe Mauck, Morgan Jones, Chris Leben, Dan Lankow, Greg Hall, 
Brent McAllister Middle: Coach Hiu, Matt Manley, Anthony Buntjer, 
Patrick Bernier, Kevin Mechling Ryan Barrett, Josh Priest, Coach 
Mechling Bottom: Joe Selinger, Zach Mosbrucker, Will Vollstedt, 
Brian Ardito, Grae Cantrell, Hai Nguyen.

V arsity
B enson O pp.

R oosevelt 57 10
S u n set 51 21
C entenn ia l 45 27
L in c o ln 66 12
M a d iso n 34 27
R oosevelt 69 9
Jefferson 51 17
Grant 28 35
M arshall 75 0
W ilson 39 30
C leveland 51 15
Franklin 42 25
Dallas 32 31

V arsity
B eaverton  T o u rn a m en t
C an b y 301.5
Milvvaukie 164
Benson 159
Beaverton 141.5

V arsity  
T igard  T o u rn a m en t

C entennia l 211
Tigard 164.5
Benson 160.5
W est  A lbany 150.5
C la ck a m a s 136
Beaverton 107.5
Ft. V an cou ver 93
C en tu ry 37.5

V arsity  
B en son  T o u rn a m en t  

B enson  250.5
M cM innville  247  
Grant 195
G resh am  146

V arsity  
Season  Record  

W ins: 21 Losses: 5



Left: The perfect 
dive is the differ­
ence between first 
and second place.

Above: Sophomore Jessica 
Winkel (second from bottom) 

reacts to the signal without
hesitation.

Swimming
Don’t Be Afraid To Get Your Feet Wet

The Benson swim team has 
proven to be strong in the past 
and this year is no exception. 
Coached by Ed Weber, the 
twenty-nine devoted sw im ­
mers worked extra hard this 
season in practices which paid 
off at the meets. This year’s 
w om en’s captain was junior 
Emma Stevenson. Ryan 
Heath and Richard Helzer 
were the captains for the men. 
For the second known time in 
Benson’s history, the 
w om en’s team finished with a 
winning record. The men 
made a scene with a 10-1 
record, losing only to rival 
Lincoln.

With a disappointing, and 
not to mention questionable, 
disqualification against the 
men in the 200 freestyle relay, 
Benson was not able to finish 
as well as they hoped at 
districts. However, they did 
place first in district relays 
held earlier in the season. 
Junior Jimmy W ohlmacher 
took first place in the 50 
freestyle and 100 backstroke. 
Karim Varela, also a junior, 
brought home first in the 100 
butterfly. Numerous other 
swimmers finished in good 
standing, and there was a lot 
o f  teamwork put into making 
this past season successful.

by Ryan Heath

L eagu e  S tan d in gs
Lincoln 8 0
Grant 7 1
W ilson 6 2
Roosevelt 5 3
C leveland 4 4
Benson 3 5
Roosevelt 2 6
M ad ison 1 7
Jefferson 0 8

District Meet
Lincoln 423
Grant 262
Wilson 159
Cleveland 113
B enson 88
Franklin 64
Roosevelt 63
M adison 40
Jefferson 10

W o m e n ’s V arsity
B enson O pp.

C leve land 69 72
Roosevelt 83 76
Jefferson 71 8
C leveland 47 42
Franklin 83 65
W ilson 52 116
M a d iso n 53 31
Jefferson 70 3
Roosevelt 86 57
Lincoln 28 147
Grant 47 122

S eason  R ecord  
W ins: 7 Losses:  4

M e n ’s V arsity
B en son  O p p .

C leve land 106 37
Roosevelt 124 6
Jefferson 83 0
C leveland 66 26
Franklin 108 30
W ilson 90 80
M a d iso n 73 10
Jefferson 80 0
Roosevelt 125 5
Lincoln 75 93
Grant 111 55

Season  R ecord  
W in s:  10 L osses:  1

L ea g u e  S ta n d in g s
L incoln 8 0
B en son 7 1
W ilson 6 2
Grant 5 3
C leve lan d 4 4
F ranklin 3 5
M a d iso n 2 6
R oosevelt 1 7
Jefferson 0 8

District  M eet
L incoln 334
W ilson 215
B enson 200
Grant 172
C leve land 102
Franklin 56
M a d iso n 49



Left: Emma 
Stevenson (11) 

crawls through the 
water on her way to 

the finish line.

Above: The butterfly is a 
very efficient way to get 
form one end of the pool 

to the other when 
executed correctly.

Right: WOW! 
This water is 
really cold!

Left: There is 
no time like 

the present to 
celebrate.

T o p :  C o a c h  Ed  W e b e r ,  Eric  Ball ,  
R ich a rd  Helzer ,  C o ry  E d w a rd s ,  Jay 
C ra v ia to ,  A n d r e w  Bernhard .  Ryan 
Heath S e c o n d :  Paul  C ounc i l ,
C h a d  Pa rke r .  E v e re t t  M e a d o w s ,  
M at t  Bunne l l .  Joe  Beer ,  Micah  
Heath ,  John  H e lze r  S i t t i n g :  
T i f f a n y  Brandel ,  Je s s ica  W inke l ,  
A de le  Pham ,  Haley  Love t t ,  A b b y  
L o ve t t ,  A d i a  T a y lo r ,  R o b e r t  
Halstead I n  W a t e r :  Rob in  Priest .  
K aren  Hat t ig ,  M a d d y  Feely,  
A m a n d a  S tudevoss ,  E m m a  
S te v e n so n ,  A n d r e a  M u n ro ,  Lila 
Logue  N o t  P i c t u r e d :  A ng ie  Bri les



Baseball
The Greatest Game On Earth

“The sport to which I owe so much has undergone pro­
found changes...but it’s still baseball. Kids still imitate their 
heroes on playgrounds. Fans still ruin expensive suits going 
after foul balls that cost five dollars. Hittiing streaks still make 
the network news, and the hot dogs still taste better at the
ballpark than at home.”

-D odgers’ outfielder, Duke Snider-

Baseball, the great American pastime. For a kid, there is 
nothing better than going to the ballpark with your dad, 
smelling the fresh cut grass, eating a few hotdogs, and watch­
ing your favorite players perform. To these young people, 
and many other spectators, the game is simple. One guy 
throws the ball, the other guy hits it as hard as he can and then 
trys to get to the base before the ball does. To those who play 
the game, it is very complicated. It is a game of situations.
As in chess, there are many solutions to a particular situation, 
but only a few that will do you any good. Unlike chess, 
baseball players have only a split second to decide which 
move will best help the team. The pressure is on. You have 
to know what you are going to do before you actually do it.

All-Star catcher, Roy Campanella, said it best:
“Pro sports are a tough business...whether y o u ’re in base­

ball, football, or something else. But when yo u ’re running 
around the bases after hitting a home run, or jum ping  up and 
down after a touchdown, a little boy comes to the surface.”

You can’t help but to have fun playing this game. No 
matter how old you are, playing baseball brings the child out

ij
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Above: Senior “Tiny" Husband 
patiently waits for the right pitch 

to knock out of the park.

in everyone.
by Ryan Greenwood

Season  Record  
W ins: 4 Losses: 17

T ea m  A w a rd s

Tiny H usband
M ost Im proved  
Ryan M arq u ez  

M o s t  Inspira tional  
T iny  H usband  
Ryan M arq uez  

Co- M  VPs

V arsity  B oys
B en son  O p p .

Forest  G rove 0 8
M ilw au kee 0 10
Lincoln 0 8
T u ala t in 0 10
C leveland 1 11
Roosevelt 4 5
Franklin 3 4
M a d iso n 1 11
Grant 4 5
Jefferson 7 2
Lincoln 1 2
W ilson 1 6
M arshall 4 2
Roosevelt 11 10
C leveland 4 5
Franklin 6 9
Jefferson 12 2
M a d iso n 0 5
Grant 2 3
Lincoln 2 19
Wilson 2 3



Upper Left: In baseball 
the offensive bench is 

full, with only one man 
on the field, and the 

defensive bench is empty 
with nine men in 

position.

Right: Junior Jered 
Freeman prepares to 

deliver a strike.

Lower Left: If you see a
big cloud of dust, you 

know it was a great play.

Below: Keep your guard 
up! Getting on base 

doesn't necessarily mean 
you are safe.



Softball
A Team O f Winners

Most athletes will tell you that you either win or lose. Few 
will specify that being beat is better than losing. This year 
the softball team learned that fact very well, “losing” six 
games by only one run. They battled the ‘98 PIL champs 14 
innings before scoring a run to earn the victory. This year’s 
team is one of the best Benson has seen in a long time.

Credit for this year’s enthusiasm goes to the coaching staff. 
Coming into the season, they brought the determination and 
self-confidence Benson needed to go to state. The coaching 
staff took it upon themselves to condition the players into 
champions. Take any girl on the team, and you will find her 
in the best physical condition of her life.

As captain, I have truly enjoyed seeing the team come 
together as a family. I can ’t say that there w eren 't  times of 
friction, but our team has grown together enough that these 
times never phased us. I will never forget the cheers and 
thrills, and I will always hold them in my heart. Next year, 
this team will be hard to beat. I sincerely hope that the unity 
and spirit will continue to grow.

by Jamie Perkins

V arsity  Girls
Benson  O pp.

Parkrose 0 1
G ladstone 5 2
C orbett 4 5
St. M a r y ’s 4 12
Jesuit 0 10
Cleveland 1 3
Roosevelt 9 0
M ad ison 8 7
Franklin 6 7
Grant 3 0
Lincoln 5 2
Wilson 3 4
M arshall 4 9
Roosevelt 3 6
Cleveland 6 7
Franklin 2 7
M ad ison 2 6
Grant 3 0
Lincoln 3 4
Wilson 4 5
Marshall 4 1

Season  R ecord  
W ins: 9 Losses:  14



Cheerleading
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Tenni s
Benson Rackets Raise The Roof

It was a fun season for the Benson m en ’s tennis 
team, despite a disappointing record. There were a 
couple of tough losses to Wilson at the beginning of 
the season and Grant towards the end. The team 
finished ranked #4 in the league, with a record o f  6- 
3. Five of the top players on this year’s squad 
graduated, and with a low turnout o f  new players, 
next year will an even tougher challenge. In the 
district doubles tournament, senior Brian Wong and 
junior Nick DeSalvo made it to the quarterfinals. 
Unfortunately, they lost to one o f  L incoln’s strong 
doubles teams in two sets. In the singles tournament, 
senior Joe Bessman broke the strings on three differ­
ent rackets, leading to a semifinal defeat.

There were many rookies on the w o m en ’s team 
this year. Under a new coach, Kay Hill (replacing 
Cathy Peterson, who went back to the softball team) 
the Techsters compiled a 3-6 league record. H alf  of 
their losses were so close, they were decided by only 
one match. Lead by senior M V P Yen Ly, the team 
battled its way through the ups and downs o f  a 
tough season. With a year of experience under her 
belt, Coach Hill is looking forward to good things in 
the future.

by Chris Reynolds & Marc-Daniel Domond

Above: Nhi and Nhan Le, sisters on the team this year, pose for the 
camera after practice.

F R O N T  R O W :  Yen  Ly, Nhi  Le,  S o p h ia  Tr ien ,  Ju l ia  Law .  S E C O N D  R O W :  Adele 
Pham ,  N h a n  Le,  K im b e r e l y  Ta ,  Evi  J aba r ,  Leah  S im s ,  U y e n  N g u y e n .  B A C K  R O W : 
T r a m  Le,  T a ra  B a rne t t ,  C o a c h  Kay  Hill ,  A n d r e a  M u n ro ,  M a n d ie  Langs ton .

F R O N T  R O W :  C h a d  Parker ,  M a rc -D a n ie l  D o m o n d .  J o n a th a n  W o n g ,  A lan  Mui,  Rex 
Liu.  J am ie  Kim. B obby  Lee.  B A C K  R O W :  Ian C h a m b e r s ,  N ick  D es a lv o ,  C h r i s
Reyno lds ,  C o a c h  Fred  W o n g ,  A n d y  Lee ,  Brian W o n g ,  Joe  B essm an .

M e n ' s  V a r s i t y  
B e n s o n O p p .

H i l l s b o r o 5 3
O r e g o n  C i ty 5 3
W i l s o n 2 5
M a d i s o n 7 0
L a k e r id g e 0 8
M a r s h a l l 5 2
R e y n o l d s 0 8
W e s t  L in n 1 7
J e f f e r s o n 6 1
D a v i d  D o u g l a s 5 3
F r a n k l i n 5 2
R ex  P u t n a m 8 0
S a n d y 6 2
L i n c o ln 1 6
C le v e la n d 6 1
G r a n t 1 6
R o o s e v e l t 6 1

W i n s  11 L o s s e s  6

W o m e n ' s  V a r s i ty
B e n s o n  O p p .

H i l l s b o r o 3 5
O r e g o n  C i t y 5 2
W i l s o n 0 7
P a r k r o s e 0 7
M a d i s o n 4 3
L a k e r id g e 0 6
M a r s h a l l 3 4
J e f f e r s o n 6 1
D a v i d  D o u g l a s 2 5
F r a n k l in 3 4
L i n c o l n 0 7
C l e v e l a n d 3 4
G r a n t 2 5
R o o s e v e l t 5 1

W i n s  4 L o s s e s 10



A bove: The girls fine tune 
their swings with a bucket

ofballs.

Left:  Freshman Lila Logue 
practices her tee shot.

Below R igh t:  Freshman 
Denise Barella keeps her 

front leg straight concentrat­
ing the force of her swing to 

the head of the club.

League Standings  
Franklin  
W ilson  
Lincoln  
M adison  
Grant 

Cleveland  
Benson  
Roosevelt  
Marshall  
Jefferson

District Meet Results  
Franklin 
Wilson  
Lincoln  
Madison  
Grant 
Cleveland  
Benson  
Roosevelt  
Marshall  
Jefferson

Men's Varsity
B enson Opp.

Cleveland 179 201
Franklin 186 169
Beaverton 379
Grant 181 161
Roosevelt 181 193
Wilson 190 148
Jefferson 166 231
Marshall 174 229
Lincoln 176 159
Franklin 165 164
Cleveland 169 160
Madison 170 153

Season Record 
Wins: 5 Losses: 9

Golf
More Than You May Think

G olf is more than a noise you make when you 
clear your throat, it is a game of skill and patience. 
Not anyone can hit the links and expect to shoot 3 
or 4 under par. Driving a ball the size of a straw­
berry straight for 200 yards takes time and practice.
It can be a very relaxing sport, but you must be able 
to control your temper and not let a bad shot here 
and a bad shot there ruin your concentration. Even 
Arnold Palmer and Tiger Woods have days where 
they d o n ’t seem to be able to hit a beach ball with a 
baseball bat.

Many people think golf is the most boring sport 
in the world. Those are the people who have never 
tried to play or were too impatient to go 9 holes. It 
is not for everyone. But you shouldn 't knock it 
without trying it first.

“G olf is a lot more fun than I thought it would 
be,” said first-timer Lila Logue (9). There were 
many freshmen on the team this year. Most of them 
were trying golf for the very first time. It was a year 
to build the basic skills and get a feel for the game. 
With so many young players, the Benson golf team 
should grow into one of the PIL’s best.

by Ryan Greenwood



Track and Field
High Expectations

B e n s o n ' s  t rack  team  is know n  for  its great  pe r fo rm ances .
W e  usual ly  have a big team with an a b u n d an ce  o f  talent.  The 
‘98 season was  no except ion .  The  m e n  had a great  season,  
with only one loss to Frankl in .  The  only th ings  that held them 
back were  injuries and low num bers .  The  boys  got  four th  place 
at Cen tennia l  with great  p e r fo rm an ces  by T o n y  To lber t  and 
Matt  Rutgers.

The  g i r l ' s  team  had an ou ts tand ing  season,  too, los ing only 
to Lincoln  and  b r ing ing  hom e  the first place p laque  f rom 
Centennial .  The  team was  very well rounded  with  a few faces  
that stuck out, such as A w e n -L u e  Kante,  K isha  Sw affo rd ,  and 
C ' re l  McAll is ter .

B e n s o n ' s  t rack team had a great  season.  The  team is m ade  
up o f  mostly  jun io rs ,  so we can look fo rw ard  to an incredible  
season next year.

by Christine Maxwell

Top Right: Tony 
Tolbert (11)

Top Left: C'rel 
McAllister (11)

Bottom Left: Matt 
Rutgers (11)

Bottom Right:
Sharitha McKenzie 
( 10)
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Top Left:
Awen-Lue 
Kante (11)

Bottom
Left:
Madison 
Ceaser (09)

Top Right:
Janita Jones 
( 1 1 ) Middle 

Right: Phil
Scott (11)

Bottom
Right:
Kabbiba 
Wincher (11)



Benson Polytechnic High School 
is well known for its strong academics 
and clubs. Students throng to the build­
ing from all over Portland to work in the 
exciting technical fields and challenging 
courses found within. This year, the sus­
pense of school’s first day was delayed 
for some, and for many it was followed 
by a chaotic balancing act between 
classes, clubs and construction. Never­
theless, students rose to the challenge, 
working together to meet the levels of 
expectation set by their teachers. No 
matter the opposition Techmen and 
teachers proved that, “Where there’s a 
will, there’s a way.”

By Robin Elliott



P h o to  by Joy  L isa  Kel ly

Terry Walker and Johnny Kondilis work together to create a tool box in metal fabrications



Above: Have you seen my brain? Sophomores Yelena Sizmina, Adam Hamilton, Mira Kharoti, and Chelsea 
Brooks study a real human brain, as an unexpected visitor looks for his missing organs.

Entering the World of
Health Care

TheHealth Occupations Students of 
America (HOSA) program offers some of the

When they have completed the program at the 
end of their senior year, students are trained to

m o s t r i g O r O U S  a n d e x c i t i n g c o u r s e s  at become health care p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  ready
Benson. Students in this major engage in risk- 
taking activities that prepare them for careers in 
the fast-growing medical industry.

They learn to recognize the c o m m o n d i s -

e a s e s  of the human body and how to perform
various tests to determine these abnormalities.

Health Occupations students are trained to 
sterilize instruments, give CPR, react in medical

emergencies, c h e c k v i t a l  signs, and more.

to rescue, cure, and protect people from life 
threatening illnesses.

One of the changes in the program this year 
was the replacement o f  dental teacher Jan 
Landis, who quit in order to keep herjob  at 
Kaiser Permanente after its major strike last 
summer. For nearly the entire first quarter,

dental students were in need of a certi­
fied teacher. The new permanent dental teacher 
is Barbara Lopez.

By Thao Hoang
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Left:  Daniel Ruiz 
brightens his smile
with paint while 
studying tooth 
morphology in the 
junior dental class.

Below: OUCH! 
Medical student, Sara 
Brunscheon(12), 
performs a hematicrit 
on another classmate.

Left: Senior Amanda Johnston practices 
taking blood pressure on patient and 
fellow classmate Tamara Blagoeva (12).

R igh t:  YOU, CA LL 911!
In CPR/First Responder, seniors 
Jamie Kim, Aly McKininn, Vu Son, 
and Chris Kirkley practice their first 
aid rescuing skills. W hoever lets 
these guys perform CPR on them has 
got to be a dummy!

127



R ight:  Senior Aaron Reimer changes the 
settings on the control panel.

Left:  The main entrance to the KBPS 
building has the most professional look o f  all

the school’s entry ways.

March 23, 1923 was an historic day for a small group of Benson High stu­
dents. That day marked the birth o f  an $1,800 dream: 1450 KBPS-AM . W hat 
started with a “Radio Station for Sale” sign in a Portland store, is now a 75 year- 
old tradition. Created to teach high school students the basics o f  the broadcasting 
business, KBPS has thrived at Benson, becoming one o f  the most popular fields 
of study.

During the weekday, until 5pm, students pursuing this major spend their time 
broadcasting all types o f  music from alternative to hip hop. To fill the evening 
hours, Portland State University leases the frequency for $33,000 a year. KBPS 
has evolved from a program-oriented course, where students decide on the show 
to be aired while a paid engineer runs it, to giving total control o f  all the broad­
casting tasks to the students. W hen asked, sophomore Crystal Hunter said, “I got 
interested in KBPS, because I want to be a music producer and it teaches all 
aspects of radio production in the real world. I give it a 10 overall.”

by R ob in  Elliott



r

Above: Junior Johnniesha Norman is 
pictured in The Oregonian

Left: Sophomore Crystal Above: Senior 
Hunter takes a break Kaleah Cage replaces 

from “the air” to smile a tape reel.
for the camera.
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Left: Say
Cheese! 
Senior Lee 
Heys shifts 
and adjusts 
from behind 
the camera, 
framing his 
next shot.

Right  :Junior 
Rahwa 
Fessehazion 
puts the final 
touches on 
some person­
alized staff 
stationary.

“kasBi
5f

&
%

Could it be a coincidence? I think not! This year an 
unusually large number of underclassmen chose to 
pursue Communications as their major for the next 
two years. In fact, this year was one of the largest 
turnouts in the major's history. Included in Commu­
nications are: Photography, Screen Printing, and other 
types of impressions. It provides students with many 
different opportunities. In fact, the skills acquired 
through the program can be put to work in many extra­
curricular activities such as Yearbook or the Tech Pep. 
Many of the students enjoy this major because of its 
wide field of study.
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Lower right: Sophomore Milton Barnes 
cuts out a new silk screen design to be 
printed on to a T-Shirt.

Lower left: Senior Felicia Killian intensly 
studies a few pictures, searching for just the 
right contrast.

Above: Senior Megan Robson patiently 
waits with Mr. Bennett as new prints come 
out of the press.
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Manufacturing sustained extensive water damage 
to several pieces of equipment which all had to be 

cleaned before they could be used again.

Before and After

Manufacturing
A general rule: Water and metal don't mix!

T his year, w ith  the ou tstan d in g  academ ic record o f B en son  H igh
School, we are proud to announce that we have been able to prove this conjecture 
false. Metal and water actually mix quite well to form a highly corrosive type of rust. 
Considering that all of Benson's high precision CNC lathes, mills, ARC, TIG, Gas, Spot 
and MIG welders, hydraulic shears, hand tools, benders, plastic injection molders, 
saws, and several tons of other metalous inventory were swimming under a foot of 
water for more than half a semester this year, we were able to demonstrate this object 
lesson very thoroughly. Even as half the year rolled by for the class of '98, workers, 
cleaners, and service technicians could still be seen restoring the Manufacturing wing 
to its original quality. Despite this small setback, classes went on and the cafeteria was 
the scene for plenty of fun and glorious book learning time. Having reached its suck­
ing peak with air ventilators and de-humidifiers throughout the wing, the construction 
team was able to recapture several classrooms and distribute them among the teachers 
for proper use soon after the first quarter of school was done. With wonderful water 
logged welding rods that made it possible to blast holes through any thickness of 
metal, and the sharpest shears that could cut so straight you wondered what you 
meant to cut in the first place, the shops provided a fantastic learning environment. In 
spite of these shortcomings, Manufacturing has survived amazingly well and the 
creativity this field offers can still be found within its hallowed walls. With everything 
so newly overhauled, next year should be an even greater success.

by Joe  M a u c k
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Left: Here’s him it's done. Mr 
Reeves instructs Freshman 

Elizabeth Cha on the proper 
useage ot a lathe for her project.

K e lo u : Junior Brian Spaulding 
welds o ff  the excess  metal lo

tlatten it.

Left: Is it read> yet? Freshman 
Bradly Christiansen works intent I \ 
to get the right angle and sharpness

on his lathe bit.
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Above: Mr. Fleming gives Right: M organ Jones (12)
seniors Dan Raya and Terrence uses the electric saw to cut
Cavil instructions for the day. some materials. 3

Construction
W here  there  is a d em an d , there  w ill a lw ays be a su p p ly

Construction is a major that nobody can live without.
During the first year of study, students are introduced to con­
struction terms such as joist, header, and truss. They also get 
into some building techniques and general home repair pro­
cedures. These skills are perfected and im plem ented through­
out their career at Benson. Students pursuing this field start 
their sophomore year learning design and assembly basics. 
The main projects consist of a helicopter and a dog house, 
which are sold to raise m oney during Tech Show. During 
their senior year, students w ork with the city to build and sell 
the current Benson House, an affordable housing project, de­
signed by the Architecture seniors. The Benson House is 
completed once every two school years.

by R ob in  Elliott
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Left: Senior Anyah Langston works 
hard to achieve the perfect finish on a 
cabinet door for the Benson House.
Below: Mr. Ramsey will always be 
rem em bered as one of Benson High 

School students’ most loved teachers.
May he rest in peace.

Tractor kills Benson High teacher
■  Rick Ramsey, a favorite and 
tongttni home-bufldlnQ teacfor, 
(fled while working on his 
Wlsonvtte property

By BINH HA HONQ______
of Th# Or̂ oonbn staff

WILSON VILLE — A n av id  out- 
d o o rsm an , R ick R am sey, loved m a k ­
ing  Im provem ent*  to  th e  20 a c re s  of 
ro llin g  h ills  on  h is  p ro p e rty  w ith  
th e  s tre a m  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  It.

A nd th e  46-year-o ld  R am sey, a 
hom e-bulld lng  te a c h e r  a t B enson 
P o ly techn ic  H igh School In P o r t­
land ,*  d ied  T u e sd a y  n ig h t  s u r ­
ro u n d ed  by  th e  lan d  ha  loved so 
m uch

"H e Ju st had  It look ing  lik e  a 
^ p g r f r^ CTt r t i ite f a th e r . -frte h a id  Ra m -
aey

Rick R am sey a lso  er\)oyed g arden  
Ing an d  gave h is  vegetab les aw ay . "I 
n ev er knew  h im  to  sell a o n e ,"  h is 
fa th e r  sa id  T he y o u n g e r R am sey 
had  ju s t ’ p lan ted  a half-dozen fir

RAMSEY

tre e s  an d  kept 
ra b b its , b ird s  
a po tbellied  pig 
a n d  s e v e r a l  
dogs He liked 
h u n t i n g ,  bik 
I ng .  f i s h  I n k . 
c a m p i n g  a t  
M o u n t  H ood 
c r a b b in g  an d  
d i g g i n g  f o r  
d a m s

‘ H e  J u s t  
loved b u ild in g  th in g s ."  h is  fa th e r  
sa id  "H e w as a rea l w o rk ah o lic . He 
w orked  on  e v e ry th in g ."

It w as In th e  m id st of m ak in g  Im 
p ro v em en ts  th a t th e  acc id en t oc 
c u r re d , R am sey sa id  B ecause o f the 
ro llin g  lan d scap e , h is  son  w as p ress  
ing  w o o d ch ip s fo r a road  to  e v en  ou t 
■a n  In rlin #  whan nnp  nf th#  who^U 
on  th e  d iese l t ra c to r  he  w as o p e ra t­
ing fell olT It u p se t th e  b a lan ce  and  
tip p ed  o v e r , fa llin g  on h to  c h e s t T he 
m ach in e  w eighed sev era l th o u san d  
p o u n d s  wi t h  a b lad e  In the re a r  

R am sey 's  ro o m m ate . T ra v is  N ich

ols. d isco v ered  th r  Uidy ahnu l .*>:n» 
p m  an d  trie d  to push  the tra c to r 
off

N ichols had  se<*n R am sey about 
noon w hen  he cam e hom e for lunch 
Ri chard R am sey said  

"N ich o ls  is a hus ky  kid. ab o u t 2%) 
p ou n d s."  R am sry  said  ‘ W hen he 
got aho ld  o f th? t r ac t or  and  even he 
c o u ld n ’t m ove it. it shook him  up 
p re tty  h ard  

Rick R am say tau « h t ai B enson for 
m ore  t h a n  15 years.

"I only  knew  o f h im  by w ay of 
o th e r  folks ta lk in g  abou t him . but 
he  w as one o f th e  fav o rite  teach ers  
an d  co lleagues, sa id  Lew FYeder 
lek, sp o kesm an  for P o rtla n d  P ublic  
S choo ls ' E v e ry o n e  spoke v ery  h igh 
ly o f h im  he  w as co n sid e red  one of 
th e  f in e r te a c h e rs  a ro u n d  "

H e Is su rv iv ed  by  hLs son . B ruce 
R am sey, 21; p a ren ts , R ichard  and  
R osalie  R am sey of Lake Oswego, 
a n d  s is te rs  S h e r i M athey . 44. of Ti 
g a rd  an d  V ick i U ttt, 45. of Astoriaw 

F u n e ra l a r ra n g e m e n ts  a re  pend 
ing.

Above: Anthony Buntjer (12) works 
on cutting sheet rock at the Benson

House site.

Left: Seniors Jessie Walker and 
Hawley Hubbard receive an expla­
nation from Mr. Fleming about a

perplexing situation.
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R igh t :  Senior 
“T iny” Husband 
searches through 
the drawers for a 
certain small part, 
being careful to 
wear his safety 
goggles so he 

doesn 't  lose an 
eye during this 
dangerous task.

Left:  D o n ’t 
touch that wire!

Seniors Joe 
Goodwin and 

Gerry M cBurney 
team up to 

disconnect a 
drained battery.

Aviation and Automotive
M ajors That Keep The W orld  M oving

What is it we all depend on to get us from place to place? For some 
it’s “mommy and daddy,” maybe the bus, in extreme cases your thumb 
could even work. In every situation, the mode of transportation invari­
ably goes back to one thing...a motorized vehicle. Now, who are the 
people we depend on to make sure we can use the car? Whether it is 
Uncle Billy Bob the family fix-it-all, the dealership mechanic, or those 
cute air traffic control guys, there is always someone who sees to it that 
we get where we need to go. “Where does this elite group of people 
come from?” you may ask. The most common way is through a pro­
gram similar to Benson’s Aviation and Automotive major. Both majors 
fall under the Transportation umbrella and the skills taught are every­
thing from the basic maintenance of a lawn mower engine to diesel 
trucks and helicopter operation. It even has a flight simulator where
students can pratice their flying techniques.

by Robin Elliott
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DiRse You
VvC i) iliron

m  iI*
Below: It just  goes to show that A bove: Sophomore
plumbers aren 't  the only people Joshua M inor tinkers with 

who bare it all on the job. a pneumatics board.

Above: The flight simulator at 
Benson provides an opportunity to 
fly a plane without actually leaving 

the ground. Imagine that!

Below: Afew modes of 
transportation were set on 

display during Tech Show

Below: Junior Kevin Knipe takes 
a load off  in the helicopter located 

in the Aviation Department.
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Left: Mr. Hanes' 
Senior Engineers 

concentrate on their 
projects while Mr. 
Spalding escorts 

guests through the 
building.

Right: Seniors P.J. 
Natta and Jennifer 
Bray focus intently 
on their computer

\

screens.

Drafting is a required course that all entering VICA students must complete. The freshmen 
enter the program under the guidance o f  Mr. Wong. They learn about line quality, dimensioning, 
four view representation, and vanishing points. During the sophomore year, these skills are 
applied to computers through a program called CA D K EY . After the first two standard courses, 
students interested in pursuing either Engineering or Architectural Drafting continue the program.

As Engineering students, they continue working with the C A D K E Y  program and focus mainly 
on technical drawings. They learn how to identify and correct drawing problems, take existing 
objects and recreate them on paper, design and present project ideas to meet specific requirements, 
and problem solve in groups. Some of the assignments include a multiple bottle holder, a card­
board race car, and a three-moving-parts pull toy. Seniors finish out the Engineering major with a 
five-moving-parts senior project that takes the majority of the second semester to design.

Architectural Drafting students begin working with AU TO CA D , a program similar to 
CADKEY. Junior year is spent fine tuning drawing skills and participating in a nation-wide 
competition, first competing against other schools in the city (the first place prize is $300. then 
$200 for second, and finally $ 100 for third place). The project is the same for every student. Past 
projects have included designing a city park, a residential home, and a fire station. Senior year is 
spent on two major projects. The first is the senior project. Students either design some type of 
building, like a recreation center or a hotel and casino, or they have the opportunity to design 
remodels for local organizations, such as churches or the Portland Public Schools’ Headquarters. 
The second project is the Benson House. Unlike the others, this project is a contest done in groups 
of about 5 people. A pre-existing site is purchased by the school district, and students design the 
complete house in their groups. There is no cash prize for the contest, but if your house is chosen, 
the fact that you were directly involved in designing a real house is a very big plus when applying 
for college or a job at an architectural firm.

by Robin Elliott and Ryan Greenwood
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Left: Senior Yen Ly 
fills in the walls to 
her group’s Benson 

House model.

Below: Senior James 
Nussbaumer demonstrates 

that even when you rest, you 
must continue to work, not 

wasting any time.

\

Above: Michael Pham (12) is 
careful to cut in a straight line, 
in order to make a perfect fit for 

the model 's corners.

Bottom Left: Eric 
Wiley and Jenny 

Wright try to agree on 
the right design.

Bottom Right: Senior 
Ryan Greenwood 

presents his senior 
project to the class.



Left:  Mr.
Davis and 

Nathan Bibles 
try to solve a 
problem on a 
circuit board.

Read, plan, code, wire. Strectch every neuron to keep up with the logical 
interface. Welcome to the C om puter Software Technology and Electronics Engi­
neering Technology majors. Researching the fundamentals that create the vast, 
virtual world in existance today, students dive into the complex technology that 
opens new horizons to how people see, hear and wonder.

Electronics Engineering explores the manipulation o f  analog and digital cir­
cuitry. Advancing through integrated circuits and amplifiers, seniors explore the 
intricate details involved in modern schematics. Projects like Sean Kernes’s
security system and Gabe M cG overn’s car stereo utilized all aspects o f  this field 
to its limits.

In Computer Software, Mr. Thom pson drilled his pupils with the importance 
o f  programming detail. With absolutely wicked tests and rigorous exercises, C++ 
programming could not be further implanted into the students’ minds. Inces­
santly researching, flowcharting and debugging programs, the deep com prehen­
sion of manipulating the power o f  computers led to impressive senior projects, 
such as Michael M cG loghlon’s internet map of Benson and Ben H ugeback’s
virtual, three-dimensional world.

by Jack  L im



Left:  The electronics 
display always 

amazes guests at 
B enson’s Tech Show

R ight:  Seniors Ben 
Hugeback, Trevor 

Larson, and Corwin 
Fraguadas show off 
the school’s super­

computer.

Below: Junior Nick 
Trujillo demonstrates 

the operation o f  one of 
the many devices in 

Electronics.

R ight:  Junior 
Eric Scoggin 

tests a connec­
tion to see if it 
is in working 

condition.
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Hispanic Club

R ight:  Juniors 
Fernando Reyes and 
Daniel Ruiz answer 
questions at the His­
panic C lub’s Tech 
Show booth.

MESA
Mathematics, Engineering, and Science Achievements

MESA is an educational support group for students. 
It was created to encourage those interested in the 
fields of math, engineering and science to pursue and 
excel in those areas. Students are able to participate 
in this program from sixth grade all the way through 
graduate school, exploring many areas of study along 
the way. The connections made between MESA 
members and sponsors stay with each student 
throughout their lives and become footholds on the 
career ladder.



AAAC
African American Awareness Club

A new program titled African American Awareness Club 
was started this year at Benson. It is made up of students who 
are committed to learning and teaching about African Ameri­
cans throughout history and in our society. Their main goals 
are to broaden the knowledge of African Americans to all 
people in a positive learning environment. In this way, every­
one may be able to appreciate and recognize the contribu­
tions African Americans have made to our society and 
present way of life. The AAAC is open to anybody with the 
desire to expand their mind and gain this knowledge. The 
club’s founders hope this program will continue for many 
years, playing a strong and influential role at our school.

NHS
National Honor Society

Right: Just a little more 
root beer. NHS m em ­
bers run the annual root 
beer float fundraiser 
during Tech Show.
The proceeds are 
donated to Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital.
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PEP Squad
Workers In The Shadows

It is the first Pep Assembly o f  the year. You know it will set the tone for all assemblies to 
follow. The freshmen d o n ’t know what to expect and the seniors d o n ’t expect much. Sud­
denly, the sound of a helicopter is heard and a group o f  people wearing black suits and sun­
glasses walk out guarding a young man dressed in a brown trench coat. The young man 
emerges from behind the dark suits and m akes a short speech. “This assembly is going to be 
off the hook!” W hen the assembly is over and people wipe the Jell-O off their bodies, you 
talk to your friends excitedly about how good it was and briefly wonder who put it together.

Well, wonder no longer my friend. That bomb assembly was brought to you by Arleta 
Fowler, Kayin Talton, M oham m ed Jalloh, Justin Phillips, Robin Elliott, Jeanette Pelster and 
Adam  Moore. This group o f  creative people are known as the PEP Squad. They helped 
make the 1997-98 school year one that will be rem em bered for years to come. These dedi­
cated students sacrificed their time during lunch and after school, staying until 8pm some 
nights planning assemblies. They will be a hard act to follow, but we are sure the student 
body will rise to the challenge and make next year just as special.

by Mohammed Jalloh

BATS
Benson Auditorium Technical Support

' ‘Lights, camera, action!” Do you ever wonder who is taking 
those orders as they are barked out of the director’s mouth? Well, 
if you’re a BAT, that person would be you. This energetic group 
of students can be seen scrambling up and down the aisles, operat­
ing spot lights in the balcony, searching for cords, bulbs and wire 
at any given time before, during and after a production. They’re 
the ones walking around with headsets and walkie-talkies, making 
cryptic comments like “too much feedback on the left mike” and 
“blind the spot in the right comer." They are the ones who make 
sure every experience in the auditorium runs smoothly and on 
schedule.
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Chess Team
All the Right Moves

Left: The
battles rage 
side by side

Below: “Oh my aching brain!” 
James N ussbaum er (12) looks per 
plexed by the state o f  his game.

Above: Michael Conkey (12) contemplates the next move, as his 
opponent concentrates and other chess players look on.

“Check Mate!” The 
sweetest and most 
gratifying phrase to 
come out of a chess 
player’s mouth. This 
year’s chess team had 
the pleasure of saying it 
more than they heard it. 
They ended the season 
ranked fifth in the 
league, and they fol­
lowed that with a ninth 
place finish at state.
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First to Arrive, Last to leave
Benson’s Faculty and Staff
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Step number nine is 
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Mr. Ball’s math class 
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Brett  A nderson  
Transportation

Heidi A nderson
Math

Jacque l ine  A ndresev ic  
Foreign Language

Karen Archer  
Library Assistant

Michael  Ball
Math

Penny Barrett
Secretary

Charlie  Bennett  
Communications

Suzanne Berg 
Secretary
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Dwight Berning
English

Peter Bock 
English

Wes Burch 
M anufac tur ing

Dennis Carline 
Student Services

Constance Cleaton 
Foreign Language

Barth Clooten 
M anufac tur ing

Shanna Corah
Secre tary

Elsie Damcke 
B o o kkeep er

Moses Davis 
Electronics

David DeBiasi 
Health Occupations

Judith DuBravac 
English

Steven DuBravac 
Special Education

Jean Eames 
Science

Don Emry 
C ounse lor

Norma Faulkner 
English

Rebecca Flaming-Martin
English

Robert Fleming
Building Construction

James Fleming 
Transporta tion

Kevin Flink 
C om m unica t ions

Doris Fong 
Media Specialist
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T o n y  F ranc iscone  
Building Construction

L ou an n  G e m m a  
Health Occupations

Del G erber
Science

Will Green  
Automotive
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P am ela  Haines  
Special Education

John Harlan
Science

Fred Haynes  
Engineering

David  Hewit t  
C om m unica tions
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Robin Hill
M anufacturing

Kather ine  Hill
Student Services

Jam es  Hiu 
Integration Specialist

Tim  Hryciw
Electronics

Kris Iverson 
Counselor

Joree  Jackson  
Security

M ike Kelly 
Com m unications

Alton  K ingsbury  
Transportation
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Cather ine  Kit tams 
Health Occupations

Robert  Krell
Electronics

Michael  L em on
Math

Barbara  Lopez  
Health Occupations

4 HP* ;
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Susan Mangin 
Architecture

Ben Markin
Science

Walter Martin
Foreign Language

Leon McKenzie 
Counselor

Linda McLellan
Physical Education

Stuart McNeil 
Health

Michael Mechling 
Math

Rob Melton
English

Katie Meyer 
Health Occupations

Claudia Miller
Science

Dennis Mitts 
Drafting

A.J. Morrison 
Vice Principal
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Brenda Nelson 
English

David Nelson 
Social Studies

Sally Niedermeyer 
Health Occupations

; Robert O'Neill

^  m

isb
Principal

r  < «

»

—  \
\

Audrey Oliver 
C ounselor

Kathleen Otto
Secretary

James Owens 
Foreign Language

Matt Pellico
Science
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Another long day winds 
toward closing time in 
the counseling office.

Cathy  Jo  Peterson 
Physical Education

Jeffery  Pi t tman 
Health Occupations

Doreen  Pol ing
C ounse lor

W il l iam  Ranta
Health/Athletic Director

R ober t  R eeves  
M anufac tur ing

Jen n i fe r  R i t tenburgh
Music

F reder ick  R odgers
English

R ober t  R odgers
Science

Judy  Roeske  
Computers

M ike Ryan 
Social Studies

M aureen  Scally
English

Della  Schiebold
Science
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Pat  Se lman 
Math

Kathie  Serlet  
Attendance Clerk

R a y m o n d  S lebos  
Math

Je f f  Spald ing  
Vice Principal

T o m  Sunseri  
Math

M ark  T h ib o d eau  
Math

H o w a r d  T h o m p s o n
Science

T h o m a s  Ustach  
Social Studies

Freder ick  Vogel  
Electronics

M arie  W ach l in  
English

L ono  W aiw a io le  
Social Studies

Sean W al le r  
Student Services

Jo sh u a  W e in e r  
Social Studies

Lorra ine  W e y ra u c h  
Social Studies

M ari lyn  W hee le r
Secretary

G w e n  W h i tm o re  
English

Fred  W o n g  
Drafting Not Pictured

Thelma Brown
Vice Principal 
Phillip Coquillette 
Student Services 
Leonard Dressel 
Physical Education  
Paul Driscoll 
Custodian

Keith Kvernvik 
Custodian  
Suzanne Newton 
Nurse
David Smith 
Computers  
David Thompson 
Math
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In Recognition...

TECH 4 V I S I T
FOULS >i a y e b  FQ

199? - W 8  SCMOOt THEMtB€NSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. Everything
Ryan Greenwood, Senior 

Managing Editor, Photographer, Writer, 
Layout and Design

A Special Thanks To...
The Oregonian, for allowing us to print their stories.

Section Editors
Jennifer Bray, Senior 
Robin Elliott, Senior 
Kayin Talton, Senior

Student Life
Academics
Seniors

Natalie Taylor, Jostens Representative, who came to 
our rescue w henever a seemingly impossible prob­
lem showed its face. She also designed our cover! 
Thanks again.

Denay Spliethof, Junior Sports

All the seniors who had the guts to have their baby 
pictures printed.

Other Contributors
Jared Boehm, Junior 
Marc-Daniel Domond, Senior 
Thao Hoang, Senior 
Indira Jones, Senior 
Jack Lim, Senior 
Adam Moore, Senior 
Chris Reynolds, Sophomore

All o f  those who spent the time and money to take 
much needed photos.

Mike Kelly and his photography students for con­
tributing their time and efforts.

All others not previously mentioned who helped in 
any way producing this year’s Blueprint.

Yearbook Publisher
Jostens Inc.

Blueprint Advisor
Joshua Weiner
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